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Introduction
After more than 50 years of continuous operation from its founding in 1963, the St. Andrew
Society of Colorado has continued on with its many activities up to the time of this writing in
2014. We are confident that the SASC will continue on for many, many years to come!
This History of the St. Andrew Society of Colorado: 1989 to 2014 covers the indicated period,
but is a continuation of the excellent KILTS IN COLORADO - A History of the Saint Andrew
Society of Colorado: 1963—1988 by Gayle Ray, referred to on the cover page.
This current writing was assembled with input from many people who, during the period
described, served as officers of the SASC and/or were active participants in the affairs of the
organization. It covers the significant developments that have occurred during this period. It also
includes some additions to Gayle Ray’s writing that cover earlier periods.
Some of the main developments that have taken place in the period 1989 to 2014 are
technology options such as the common use of email, which has improved communication
among members, and the establishment of the SASC Web site: www.coloradoscots.org, as well
as having a Facebook page.

Achieving the IRS 501 (c) 3 non-profit status in 1991 also allowed us to apply for funds from
foundations and state organizations, such as the Scientific and Cultural Facilities District
(SCFD).
The establishment of the Colorado Youth Pipe Band in 1991 by SASC members, most notably
Neil Gillette, although not an official Auxiliary group of SASC, was a major development in the
training of young pipers.
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The creation of the Colorado State Tartan (see graphic below) in 1995 by Father John Pahls,
the marketing of it by Marilyn Meador, and the promotion of it as an official Colorado symbol by
Colorado State Representative Gary L. McPherson (see photograph below), also served as a
valuable tool allowing Colorado Scots to further promote the Scottish culture in Colorado. This is
an official symbol of Colorado now and can be found on display in the State Capitol Building, as
well as on the State Web site. The colors used in the tartan are those found in the Colorado
State flag.

The establishment of Colorado Tartan Day in 1996 was a major step forward in promoting the
Scottish-American profile in Colorado. The celebration of this official event by the St. Andrew
Society of Colorado (“the SASC”) got a slow start, but dedicated individuals brought it to fruition.
The SASC Council later accepted the Colorado Tartan Day Organizing Committee as an
Auxiliary group. Colorado Tartan Day has traditionally been celebrated with a festival in various
Front Range locations in early April. Evening dances and, of course, whisky tastings have been
part of the fun.
The Silent Auctions at our dinners have been successful fundraisers since their inception in
2000 and have also served to promote the culture. The establishment of the SASC Heritage
Society Endowment Fund in 2010 marks a meaningful attempt to help keep the SASC wellfunded and continues to develop. Fundraising efforts such as this were attempted in the past
but failed.
The attempt to establish a Colorado Scottish-American license plate effort started in 2010
and culminated in 2014. It did not pass the final round of voting in the Senate for a variety of
political reasons, but this defeat was NOT due to lack of effort by SASC members or some of
our State legislators! The effort will no doubt be made again in the future and could then
become another valuable tool in expressing our identity and raising funds for cultural
scholarships for our children.
The establishment of the Golf Tournament in 2008 reinforced the iconic sport for which the
Scots are known. Also significant was the establishment of the SASC Curling Club in 2010,
which served as another activity, while celebrating and continuing an ancient Scottish (and
Olympic) sport.
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We have also experienced the usual challenges that all similar organizations encounter such as
keeping solvent and maintaining and growing the membership numbers. Impactful events such
as the September 11, 2001 attacks, the Katrina (2005) hurricane tragedy, and the Boston
Marathon bombing (2013) challenged all of America. The St. Andrew Society of Colorado
membership is an exceptionally patriotic group of people and we feel these types of setbacks
deeply…but we keep the organization going. Another challenge is an aging population.
In addition to our major events such as the St. Andrew Ball, Burns Supper, and Colorado
Scottish Festival, smaller social events, such as summer picnics, whisky tastings, Friday
Highland Happy hours, various musical events and film viewings, and Scottish Book Club
sessions make for a rich offering to members. The Spring Brunch at Mount Vernon Country
Club that was arranged by SASC members was started in 1995 and continues to the present.
The ever-enduring Scottish Country Dancers and the Rocky Mountain Highland Dancers,
which are official Auxiliary groups of the Society, continue to practice these arts and train adults
and children in these traditions.
The popular Kirkin’ of the Tartan church service that was established in Colorado in 1977, is
still going strong and takes place not only in Denver, at Saint John’s Episcopal Church in late
April or May, but also at other sites around the State at about the same time of year.
During the period 1989 to 2014, movies and books were produced that gave all Scottish
societies in the United States and Canada a boost in image. Following is a partial chronological
list of these:











Outlander by Diana Gabaldon (1991 and on) which was also made into a television series
Braveheart starring Mel Gibson (1995)
Rob Roy starring Liam Neeson (1995)
The Mark of the Scots: Their Astonishing Contributions to History, Science, Democracy,
Literature and the Arts by Duncan Bruce (1998)
My Life So Far starring Kelly MacDonald (1999)
A Shot at Glory starring Robert Duvall (2000)
How the Scots Invented the Modern World: The True Story of How Western Europe’s
Poorest Nation Created Our World and Everything In It by Arthur Herman (2001)
Scottish Firsts: A Celebration of Innovation and Achievement by Elspeth Wills (2002)
Water Horse starring Brian Cox (2007)
Brave featuring the voices of Kelly MacDonald, Billy Connelly, Kevin McKidd and Craig
Ferguson (2013)

Fundraising efforts, such as the Tartan Day Whisky Tasting and Dinner at Pints Pub in Denver
that was started in 2001, helped pay some bills and proved to be very popular. Later on it was
decided to be more widely philanthropic and direct the funds raised from the Pints Pub event to
the Children’s Hospital Speech Therapy Program through the Mason’s Scottish Rite Foundation.
Other significant cultural efforts have been made in the new century by SASC members,
although they are currently official SASC events. An example would be the establishment of the
Scottish Fiddle Club of Colorado and its associated event, the Colorado Scottish Fiddle
Competition for children. An emerging idea is to establish a Colorado Scottish Choir!
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The following pages cover all of these items in greater detail. And, although stand-out
individuals are profiled herein, ALL of the members of the St. Andrew Society of Colorado have
made it the great organization it is and their contributions are very significant.

Aye!
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Additions to the 1963—1988 Period
Summer Picnics and the Start of the Highland Games: 1960s
One of the early activities of the SASC in the late 1960s was the summer picnic, where there
would be a few pipers and Highland dancers, and demonstrations of tossing the caber. In 1973,
the Council decided to ‘go public’ with these Scottish activities, thus the Rocky Mountain
Highland Games began, where pipers, dancers, and athletes competed. The athletic events
were strictly Scottish in nature, such as, tossing the caber, putting the stone, and tossing a
sheaf of hay. The picnics continued almost every summer. They were held in parks, a club park,
members’ yards, and an equestrian center club house. The Society and attendees furnished the
food, table service, and beverages. Some years the picnics were held before a concert in
Washington Park where the Denver Municipal Band and the SASC pipe band played. A picnic
has not been held since 2009 due to a drop in attendance and lack of a suitable place.

Small Group Activities: 1960s to present
Small group activities were brought into being to help members get acquainted, help them feel
more a part of the Society, and, possibly, more eager to volunteer to help at the Festival. New
members were encouraged to be a part of these activities and there were usually four to six new
members in attendance. The groups were not planned beyond having a couple of people as
organizers, and the activities would change as time went on.

Socials: 1970s
Fall and spring socials were held beginning in the late 1970s. These events were intended to
give members who did not attend the St. Andrew Balls and Burns Suppers a chance to enjoy a
free gathering. New members were encouraged to attend. The socials grew from ceilidh-like
events (parties featuring music and dancing) to potluck suppers. They were held in Legion
Halls, Elks Clubs, the Colorado members’ homes, in community rooms of churches, banks,
apartment complexes, etc. The Society furnished table service and beverages. Programs were
varied and included:












travel slides of Scotland
old films
genealogy
Scottish history
Scottish customs
Scottish baking
curling demonstrations
Halloween customs originating in Scotland
Celtic designs
music
slides of past SASC events
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Throughout the years, Society members have continued to arrange for a variety of small social
gatherings such as teas, Friday Highland Happy Hours at local pubs, movies (usually Scottishthemed), plays (often historical in nature), tours of the Cherokee Ranch and Castle in Sedalia,
and backyard picnics for new members or to host a local author. These events proved to be
equally effective as the larger events in getting members to turn out, socialize and talk about
their Scottish heritage.

Royal Regiments on Parade: 1975 to 1993
Beginning in October 1975, and during odd numbered years until 1993, the SASC would
reserve a large block of seats (500+)* for the British regimental bands show that was touring
Canada and the United States in the fall of the year. Members would order tickets through Jean
Casson. Some of the pipe bands that performed, and featured their (male) Highland dancers
and precision marching teams, were:








Black Watch
Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders
Coldstream Guards in the Queen’s Own Highlanders
Princess of Wales Royal Regiment
Scots Guard
Her Majesty’s Grenadier Guards and
Gordon Highlanders

With the change of management at the Denver booking agency, no more shows were brought
to Denver after 1993.
*1975: 50 seats for a variety show: Scotland on Parade
*1993: 600 seats for a regimental band

Homemade Shortbread at the Games: 1976—1978
In 1976, the SASC ladies were asked to make shortbread that would be sold at the Rocky
Mountain Highland Games in Golden. Six pieces were bagged for sale and proceeds were for a
newly-formed Scholarship Fund. This activity continued for three years.

Scottish Cookbook: 1977
The idea for a cookbook grew out of the shortbread being made for the Rocky Mountain
Highland Games. In early 1977, Jean Casson received from members recipes that were of
Scottish origin. These were printed, loosely assembled in an unbound booklet measuring 5 ½ by
8 ½ inches that was held together by yarn through two holes and entitled Scottish Fare. At
$3.00 each, the first printing of 100 sold out at the 1977 Games, with the proceeds going to the
Scholarship Fund. The demand for the wee booklet was amazing so additional printings were
done in 1978, 1980 and 1981, with a total of 1200 copies being sold! Cookbook proceeds were
added to the Scholarship Fund.
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The Kirkin’ of the Tartan: 1977
Joe Brown, a member of the SASC, brought the idea of the Kirkin’ of the Tartan to our Society
from the Saint Andrew Society of Washington, D.C., and the National Cathedral. Brown
arranged with Saint John’s Cathedral in Denver to host the first Kirkin’ on May 8, 1977.
The service was not brought to this country by Scottish immigrants but its roots can be traced to
Scotland. When wearing tartan was outlawed by the English from 1745 to 1782, many clansmen
defied authorities by concealing swatches of tartan cloth under the clothing they wore to the kirk
(church). At the time in the service when the minister would give a blessing, the Scotsmen
would touch the hidden tartan.
In the United States in the early 1940s, the Reverend Peter Marshall, an immigrant from
Scotland, was Chaplin of the U.S. Senate, pastor at the New York Avenue Presbyterian Church
in Washington, D.C., and a member of the Saint Andrew Society of the city. During World War
II, he preached a series of sermons supporting British War Relief, one of which, in May of 1943,
he titled ‘Kirkin’ of the Tartan.’
The Washington St. Andrew Society began holding an annual prayer service during World War
II for subjects of the British Isles. The Episcopal bishop, also a member of the Society, invited
the service to be held in the Washington National Cathedral, where it is still held annually on the
last Sunday in April.
The popularity of the Kirkin’ caught the interest of several Scottish groups across the country in
churches of several denominations. There is not a common order of service, so each church
arranges its own. The significance of the Kirkin’ for Scots, is that the tartan represents the clan
(family). Blessing the tartan is blessing the family and reaffirming the idea that every person is a
member of God’s “clan.” It is a time to remember, renew, and rededicate ourselves.
Several Kirkins are held in Colorado. The SASC version is presented at Saint John’s Cathedral
in Denver (see following photograph).

In 2007, SASC member Basil Carpenter established ‘Friends of the Kirkin’ to help defray costs
and thereby maintain the traditional annual Kirkin’ of the Tartan event at Saint John’s Cathedral:

www.sjcathedral.org
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Wreath-Laying at the Robert Burns Statue in Denver’s City Park: 1977 to
1984
For several years, 1977 through 1984, SASC members were invited to meet at the Burns statue
in Denver’s City Park. This event would take place on the Sunday afternoon after the Burns
Supper. There would be a bagpiper to help draw in people walking in the park, usually with their
dogs. A wreath of evergreen and heather would be placed at the base of the statue. Someone
would be prepared to read a selected Burns poem. The piper would play a tune, then a blessing
would be said to end the short service. There were always more curious onlookers than SASC
members and most of the time the weather was cold, discouraging participation, so the event
was discontinued.
The Roberts Burns statue was erected by the Caledonian Club, Number 1, of Denver, on July 4,
1904, with hundreds of people in attendance.
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Lockerbie Relief Fund and Memorial: 1988
The SASC made cash contributions to the Lockerbie Relief Fund after that tragedy occurred in
1988. There is a monument in Lockerbie dedicated to the victims of the plane bombing.
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Activities in Which the SASC Has Been Involved
In addition to the St. Andrew Ball in November and the Burns Supper in January, we have
continued to be creative in offering members opportunities in which to participate. Just a few of
these are the following examples.

Channel 6/PBS
SASC members volunteered to man the phone bank for the Channel 6 Spring Telethon from
1993 through 1997. We also helped with the phones for the Channel 6 Auction during several of
those years.

Special Events
Notices about one-time events with Scottish ties are printed in the newsletter so members may
avail themselves of the opportunity to attend. They might include:


Amateur and professional productions of works such as Brigadoon and other musicals.



Movies such as Braveheart, Rob Roy, Local Hero, Chariots of Fire, Brave, and others.



Concerts by Alex Beaton, Jean Redpath, Men of Worth, and others.



Performances by bands such as The Battlefield Band, Colcannon, Ossian, and others.

Railroading Scots: Early 1990s
When it was discovered there were a number of railroad fans in the Society, there began in May
1990 a group of 12 to 24 that became the Railroading Scots. Since trains are so important in
Scotland, this seemed like a good connection with things Scottish. Over the next few years, in
the early 1990s, the group, which varied each time in number and people, enjoyed seeing slides
and films about Scottish trains, riding the four narrow gauge trains in Colorado, riding the Platte
River Trolley, seeing the large model train layout at Denver’s Union Station, riding the Ski Train
to Winter Park, seeing model layouts in members’ homes and gardens, and visiting the Railroad
Museum. Not all of these events were publicized in the newsletter. The interest waned after 3
years.
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Scottish Supper Club: Mid-1990s
The idea of more dining out occasions began in the fall of 1995. The goal was to promote
fellowship through monthly events except the months when there were other SASC events. The
events included dinners in moderately-priced restaurants, brunches, plays, concerts, etc.
Originally the activity was called Monthly Social Gathering. Since the most popular activity
seemed to be eating together in the evening, the events took the name Scottish Supper Club,
even though there were still brunches, teas and picnics in the plans. Each time a group met,
someone would volunteer or be chosen to arrange the next event. The number attending
ranged between 20 and 40. These activities stopped after about 4 years. The idea of eating out
has continued through the 2000s as an annual brunch, usually in the late spring.

SASC Singles
The idea for this group began in 1995 with some single people requesting seating with other
singles at the Burns Supper and St. Andrew Ball. Activities included hiking, movies, eating out –
most of which were organized quickly and not publicized in the newsletter.

21
History of the St. Andrew Society of Colorado: 1989 to 2014

The 1995 Burns Night Supper and Tom Sutherland
The kidnapping of Colorado State University agricultural professor Dr. Tom Sutherland was
international news. He was held as a hostage in Lebanon for 6 ½ years (1985 to 1991). Tom
was born and raised in Scotland and is well known there and in the United States.

He reported that, while being held, he would teach Robert Burns poems to fellow captives. Tom
came and spoke at the Burns Night Supper event in 1995, shortly after his release.
Our Burns’ Night Supper, January 28, 1995, was by far the largest and most outstanding
Supper in the Society’s history. It all came about after SASC member Tom was invited to give
the Address to the Immortal Memory at the largest Burns Supper in Scotland – Glasgow’s West
Sound.
Joe Campbell, founder and Master of Ceremonies of the West Sound Supper, suggested to
Tom that he could arrange for the same group of well-known entertainers at that Burns Supper
to be in Denver for our Burns Supper.
Through the work of David Higgins (organizer), Chieftain Wayne Deason, the Council and some
members, there were over 600 people from Colorado and 10 other states at this very special
event.
The entertainers were:









Isobel Buchanan, soprano
Ian Powrie, fiddler
Iain Macfadyen, piper
John Carmichael, accordionist
Tom Fleming, Shakespearean actor
Mark Simpson, pianist
Duncan Cameron, actor
Joe Campbell, Lord of Ceremonies

Following are graphics of the two-sided flier that was used to promote the event:
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Stand-Out Individuals and Groups
There have been numerous individuals over the past 25 years who have made major
contributions to the organization and the Scottish-American presence in Colorado. Although it is
dangerous territory to tread to single out individuals when so many people have made it all
work, we feel this is appropriate in a few cases. Every organization needs leaders.

William Mackintosh: Our Founder
Rev. William Mackintosh (1925— ) founded the St. Andrew Society of Colorado in 1962.
Starting in the 1880s, there had already been Caledonian Clubs in Denver; ‘Caledonia’ being
what the Romans called Scotland in the early centuries. However, World War II service
requirements took a toll on civic organizations and forced them to close operations. Mackintosh
saw the need to start up a Scottish organization again.
Scottish country dancing clubs had already been in operation prior to the establishment of the
St. Andrew Society. The members of these clubs formed the foundation for the new
organization.

Will was married to Eve Thompson Mackintosh. Please see the next section for information
about Eve and her many contributions to Denver and Colorado.
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Eve Thompson Mackintosh and Mackintosh Academy
Eve Thompson Mackintosh (1929—2005) was married to William Mackintosh, founder of the St.
Andrew Society of Colorado. Eve is most well known in Colorado for founding Mackintosh
Academy, the first gifted and talented school in Colorado, located in East Denver in 1977. Her
goal was to recognize and address the unique needs of these children.

Now located in Littleton and Boulder, Mackintosh Academy is the Rocky Mountain pioneer of
gifted and talented education. Eve served as Director until 1992.

Eve had taught in Denver Public Schools and Catholic schools, and was principal of Holy Trinity
Catholic School. She also founded Renaissance Academy in Colorado Springs. Before that, she
founded what is now the Metropolitan Science Center, a place for children in the metro area to
learn about science and nature.
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During Colorado’s centennial in 1976, Eve was a leader in getting the Women's Gold Project
finished and hanging in the State Capitol. It's a cloth wall-hanging depicting 18 women who
made contributions to Colorado history. Eve squired the textile around the state to enable
women around Colorado to add a stitch or two.
She also founded the Honorary Association of Guides at the Museum of Nature & Science, who
lead tours for children.
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Kenneth Mackenzie MacIntosh (“Mr. Denver”) and MacIntosh Plaza Park
You have no doubt viewed the monuments in MacIntosh Park Plaza in front of the City and
County Building and across from Civic Center at 15th Street and Colfax Avenue. The park was
dedicated to Kenneth Mackenzie MacIntosh (1910–1980) in 1982. MacIntosh was eulogized by
his colleagues on the City Council as "Mr. Denver.” He served as a Denver City Councilman
1959 to 1980, and was an Assistant Attorney General for the State of Colorado. There is a bust
of MacIntosh, but the monolith located at the opposite end of the park is decorated with the
Scottish thistle and the Columbine flower (see below). MacIntosh was a cousin of William
Mackintosh, an East Denver minister who founded the St. Andrew Society of Colorado.

You will notice the difference in the spellings of the MacIntosh names, Mac versus Mack. This is
the result of talking to different agents at Ellis Island when their fathers came to the United
States, which was not an uncommon experience!
MacIntosh was an important force in the planned growth and development of the many facilities
that are now enjoyed by Denver citizens. He received the SASC’s Chieftain’s Award for Citizen
Achievement in 1966.
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Jean Casson: Registered Agent, First Newsletter Editor and Guiding Light
Jean Casson has served as the SASC point of contact since 1976 and Colorado registered
agent for the SASC since 1981. As stated in the previous section, Jean also started the
Highland Herald in 1975. But more importantly, all SASC members respect Jean’s long-time
dedication to the organization, and have looked to her for guidance when important decisions
needed to be made.

Bob and Jean Casson
More specifically, Jean served as Secretary for three years, and served almost continuously on
the Games/Festival committee from 1976. She originated the Information Booth at the
Games/Festival in 1976 where information was given on SASC membership and pointers on
how to begin the search for ancestors. This was the beginning of the Genealogy Booth. She and
her husband, Bob, received the Tartan Award in 1979.
Jean’s late husband, Bob Casson (shown in the photograph above), served as SASC Treasurer
from 1979 to 1980, Vice Chieftain from 1980 to 1981, and Chieftain from 1981 to 1982. He was
also very involved in the Rocky Mountain Highland Games and Colorado Scottish Festival.
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The Newsletter Editors
The Highland Herald was started by Jean Casson, SASC Secretary at the time, in October
1975. She continued to compose, type, have printed, assemble, address, and mail the
newsletter through July-August of 1994. She continued to handle the labeling and mailing of it
through November-December 2012, having dedicated just over 37 years to the publication.
Other editors through the years include:







September-October 1994 to November-December 1997: Penny McLaren
January-February 1998 to May-June 2001: Kennith and Isabelle Clark
July-August 2001 to November-December 2001: Pat Meyer and Ken McIntosh
January-February 2002 to May-June 2006: Lesley Hall
July-August 2006 to March-April 2013: Constance “Stanzi” Lucy
May-June 2013 to present: Heather Miller

Following a one-sheet newsletter printed in September, 1975, which was about the November
touring show from Scotland, “Scotland on Parade,” the first official Newsletter was published the
following month. The first issue to be named The Highland Herald, instead of Newsletter, was
the January-February 1978 edition.
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Bob and Kathy Burnham and The Scottish Country Dancers
Not only was the Scottish Country Dancers group was the first Society-sponsored Auxiliary
group, there was a group doing this traditional activity prior to the formation of the SASC.
Dorothy Mackay Leitch, who was born in Glasgow, Scotland, was in charge of this group.
Dorothy was also one of the founding members of the SASC in 1963, along with Dr. William H.
Mackintosh, whose idea it was. Since then, the dancers have been one of, if not the most,
visible SASC Auxiliary group.
Scottish Country Dance instruction has been offered in the Denver area once a week for more
than 45 years, although there has been a tendency for the St. Andrew Scottish Country Dancers
to take the summer off in recent years. Dance opportunities are also provided through the
summer by an associated group of dancers in Boulder.
Bob and Kathy Burnham have been members of SASC since 1989. The story goes that Kathy
persuaded Bob to attend a Colorado Scottish Festival, where she also convinced him to try
Scottish country dancing. She then asked him if he would join one of the classes to learn more
about it all. Bob replied, “Yes, but there is no way you will ever get me in a kilt!” Six months
later, after learning that the ladies loved a man in a kilt, Bob was wearing his first kilt. Bob and
Kathy have been leaders in the group since 1993, and serve as the group’s representatives on
the SASC Council. Bob also served as Chieftain of the SASC from 2001 t0 2003.

The Scottish Country Dancers perform at the St. Andrew Ball and the Burns Supper each year,
as well as at the annual festivals and special events. Following are photographs of the dancers
performing at various events.
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Bob Burnham recalled that, “At Peggy Zanin’s first St. Andrew Ball as Chieftain, the ladies of the
St. Andrew Scottish Country Dancers decided to do a special dance in honor of our “Warrior
Queen.” During a short break between activities, the ladies were piped in and performed The
Reel of the 51st (traditionally done in an all men set) in an all ladies set. The Master of
Ceremonies had not been advised of the change in the program.”
That evening the Ball was held at a hotel near old Stapleton Airport and the San Diego
Chargers were staying at the hotel before a Bronco game the next day. When a piper started
playing for the Highland dancers, someone from the Chargers organization asked the Master of
Ceremonies if the piper could play a bit quieter so he didn’t disturb the Charger’s team
meetings. The MC replied, “You haven’t heard anything yet.” The Broncos won. I think the
picture of Peggy dancing with the Scottish Country Dancers (above) was taken that night.”
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John and Susan Thornton: The Colorado Scottish Festival and the Pipe
Band
John and Susan Thornton have been SASC members since 1984. Susan was Mayor of Littleton
from 1989 to 1993 and 1999 to 2003. John and Susan have been at the forefront of the
organization and its many activities.

John has served in the following SASC offices and received the following awards:







Treasurer in 1987-1988
Vice Chieftain in 1988-1989 and 1989-1990
Tartan Award recipient in 1990
Chieftain in 1990-1991 and 1991-1992
Chieftain's Dancer 1994-1995
Recognized in 2011 as a Channel 7 “Community Hero” for his work with the SASC and
particularly with its signature event, the Colorado Scottish Festival

Probably John’s most significant contribution has been his service to the Organizing Committee
of our Colorado Scottish Festival and previously the Rocky Mountain Highland Games. He
joined the Committee in 1987 and has served as the Games Marshall of the event since 1992.
John has written a separate history of the Festival, which can be found on the Festival’s Web
site. Their son, Chuck, created and maintains the Festival Web site, www.scottishgames.org.
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John was a competing Highland dancer from 1987 until 2004, reaching the level of Premier
Dancer. He has also been the Drum Major for the St. Andrew Pipes and Drums (1983 to 1987)
and the Colorado Isle of Mull/St. Andrew Pipes and Drums (1987 to 2010), both of which were
Auxiliary groups of the SASC.
Currently, Susan is a member of and John is Drum Major for the Denver and District Pipe Band,
an award-winning band that performs annually at the St Andrew Ball and Burns Supper, in
addition to many other performances and competitions. In addition, John and Susan are also
members of the Celtic Colorado Pipes and Drums, a group which performs exclusively with The
Denver Brass. The Denver Brass hosts numerous concerts during the year, most notably the
Brass and Bagpipe concerts in March.
John is a Drum Major adjudicator (judge) with the Western U.S. Pipe Band Association
(WUSPBA). He is currently editor of Words and Music, WUSPBA's official newsletter.
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Support from the SCFD: Scientific & Cultural Facilities District
We are so grateful to the Colorado Scientific & Cultural Facilities District (SCFD) organization
for its long-standing support of our Colorado Scottish Festival. This support has been in place
since 1996. We are rated as a Tier III group by SCFD. The much-needed support has been key
in helping to present the Festival to the public all these years.
SCFD, which was founded in 1989, has also provided support for more than 300 arts, cultural,
and scientific organizations within the Denver metro area through a voter-approved penny sales
tax on every $10.00 purchase.

Thank you SCFD!
www.scfd.org
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Salute to the Pipe Bands
Colorado residents enjoy the talents of numerous excellent pipe bands. The SASC salutes their
hard work and dedication to this iconic element of Scottish (and Irish) culture! Following is a list
of these bands with links to their web sites. Please visit their sites, learn more about them,
perhaps even join them, and definitely hire them.



79th Highlanders Pipe Band: www.civilwarscots.com



Centennial State Pipes and Drums: www.bagpipe.org/



Ciorcal Cairde Irish Pipes & Drums: http://www.ciorcalcairdeirishpd.com



Colorado Caledonian Pipes and Drums: www.coloradopipeband.com/



Colorado Emerald Society Pipe Band: www.coemsoc.org/History.html



Colorado Pipers: www.coloradopipers.com



Colorado Youth Pipe Band: www.cypb.net/



Denver and District Pipe Band: www.ddpb.org/



Michael Collins Pipe Band: www.michaelcollinspb.com



Northern Colorado Caledonia Pipe Band: www.nccpipeband.org/



Pikes Peak Highlanders Pipes & Drums: www.pikespeakhighlanders.com



Pipe Band of El Jebel: www.eljebelshrine.org/units-clubs/pipe-band/



Queen City Pipe Band: www.queencitypipeband.org/
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Donations from Walkers Shortbread
We are especially grateful to the iconic shortbread manufacturer, Walkers, for its donations of
their great cookies for use at our gatherings, especially the Colorado Scottish Festival and
Kirkin’ of the Tartan events where a very large audience enjoys this internationally-recognized
product. Walkers not only offers shortbread in a wide variety of forms and flavors, but also
produces oatcakes, biscuits, cakes and tarts, and gifts. They have now added a gluten-free
product line.

Thank you Walkers!
www.walkersshortbread.com/uk/
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John Shields: The Haggis Man
Having our own haggis maker is a very special benefit that other Scottish societies don’t enjoy.
This function has been afforded us by Scotland native John Shields and his wife, Brigid, and
their daughters, Pearl and Mariah. Since 1987, John has prepared authentic haggis, neeps
(turnips) and tatties (potatoes) for a variety of events, including the Colorado Scottish Festival,
where the family staffs the haggis tent, and has taught and supervised hotel cooking staff about
how to make haggis correctly for the Burns Suppers. John has also taken on some of the
announcing duties at the Festival.

Since 2002, John has also supplied the haggis at the Tartan Day Whisky Tasting and Dinner at
Pints Pub, which is a fundraiser for the Children’s Hospital Speech Therapy Program through
the Scottish Rite Foundation. John also delivers the “Address to the Haggis” by Robert Burns as
part of the serving ceremony. This and his haggis are greatly appreciated by attendees. The
event was started by Ken McIntosh (see photograph below). The event has generated
thousands of dollars for the program and given Tartan Day another purpose.
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Gary Mitchell and Rudy Ramsey: The Gaelic Language
Gary studied the Scottish Gaelic language by taking classes with Glenn Wrightson and Rudy
Ramsey (see photograph below) and promoted the study of it to other members. More
importantly, during his tenure as Chieftain (2007-2008, 2008-2009), Gary used the Gaelic
language at numerous SASC events. This was a great contribution that was invaluable in that
most members are not comfortable with the language and are not in a position to use it publicly.
Gary would also use a little Gaelic in his Chieftain’s message in the Highland Herald. He
prompted other members, such as Rudy Ramsey, to sing in the language at the Society’s
events. Gary is a member of The American Scottish Gaelic Society (An Comunn Gàidhealach
Ameireagnach) (www.acgamerica.org), which promotes the language.

Gary and his wife Jan also hosted the SASC summer picnic for several years, before Larry and
Barb Hay took over the event.
Tapadh leat Gary! (Thank you Gary!) Slainte mhah, slainte mhor! (Good health to you, great
health to you!).
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Rudy Ramsey has also been very active in the promotion of the Scottish Gaelic language. He
has served as President of The American Scottish Gaelic Society (An Comunn Gàidhealach
Ameireagnach) (www.acgamerica.org). Rudy is well known for standing up in front of a large
gathering and singing in the mother tongue.

Tapadh leat Rudy! (Thank you Rudy!) Slainte mhah, slainte mhor! (Good health to you, great
health to you!)
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Father John Pahls and The Colorado Tartan
Father John Pahls (1946—2014) designed the Colorado State Tartan in 1995. In doing so, he
made a great contribution to the Scottish identity in Colorado. The design is officially registered
in Scotland and was accepted as an official Colorado symbol beside 23 other symbols,
emblems and icons. Some of the colors used in the design are taken from the Colorado flag.

The tartan consists of a pattern and colors that symbolize Colorado's splendor and history. The
pattern, or sett, consists of primary blocks of forest green and cerulean blue separated by broad
dividing bands of black, with the forest green checks containing two pairs of tram tracks
consisting of lavender and white and with the cerulean blue checks containing a gold stripe with
red guard lines. The official State tartan is a Celtic district tartan that may be worn by any
resident or friend of Colorado, whether or not of Celtic heritage.
The Colorado State Tartan thread count, which may be verified on the Web site of the Scottish
Tartans Authority: [Y/8] R6 MB34 K40 G4 W6 Lv6 W6 [G/64].
Please see the following sections about Marilyn Meador and Representative Gary McPherson
for more information about the Colorado Tartan.
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Marilyn Meador and The Colorado Tartan
Marilyn Meador worked with Father John Pahls in designing the Colorado State Tartan and then
took on the task of promoting and marketing it. The high-quality cloth has been made into kilts,
dresses, scarves, ties, and tablecloths.

Thank you Marilyn!
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Representative Gary L. McPherson and The Colorado Tartan
Colorado Representative Gary McPherson (1963—2000) sponsored the bill to create the official
State Tartan in 1997. Tragically, he was killed in a plane crash in October, 2000. He was well
thought of not only by Colorado Scots, but by his colleagues and the general community.
He was named Outstanding Young Lawyer of the Year in 1993 by the Colorado Bar Association
Young Lawyers Division. After his death in 2000, the award was renamed in his honor. It is
awarded each year in his memory to a young Colorado lawyer for his or her outstanding
contributions to the legal profession and the community. We certainly agree with their decision.

The Colorado State Tartan is the Scottish tartan pattern officially adopted by the State of
Colorado to represent the State at various functions and occasions. The Colorado General
Assembly adopted House Joint Resolution 97-1016 on March 3, 1997, designating an official
Colorado State Tartan. The tartan can be found on display in the State Capitol Building, as well
as on the State Web site.

43
History of the St. Andrew Society of Colorado: 1989 to 2014

Dale Baird and Colorado Tartan Day: The Legacy

Dale Baird (shown in the photograph above with his wife Patty) and a small group of friends,
including Dik Lowe, worked to establish Colorado Tartan Day in its earliest form. Small parties
were held and it eventually took root. Dale approached the State Legislature and made it an
official State observance. When in 1996, the Colorado General Assembly declared a Scottish
Tartan Day for Colorado.
In 1998, April 6th was designated as National Tartan Day to recognize the achievements and
contributions made by Scottish Americans to the United States. This date was chosen to
coincide with the day in 1320 when the Scottish Declaration of Independence was signed at
Arbroath, Scotland (The Declaration of Arbroath).
Colorado House Joint Resolution 96-1014 designated April 6th as Tartan Day in the State of
Colorado.

Tartan Day Activities Now
The Colorado Tartan Day Council is now an Auxiliary group of the SASC. They have their own
Web site, www.coloradotartanday.com, and host a small festival and evening dance.
Please see the section on ‘Auxiliary Groups’ for more information about this great observance.
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Gary Carnes: Our Own Rabbie Burns
The Society has been fortunate since 2004 to have the talents of the very versatile Colorado
actor Gary Carnes, who performs as Robert Burns at our Burns Supper. Gary brings an
entertaining and amazingly authentic presence to the festivities. He has also delivered the
Address to a Haggis at one of the Burns Suppers.

Gary is a professional actor and also impersonates many other personalities. His Web site is
www.garycarnes.com.
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Neil and Shari Gillette and Family and The Colorado Youth Pipe Band
Neil and Shari Gillette and their daughters, Sarah and Hannah, have made enormous
contributions to the St. Andrew Society and the Colorado Scottish scene for over 40 years. They
continue to excel in the areas of bagpiping and Highland dance. Neil founded the Colorado
Youth Pipe Band (CYPB) in 1989 (see the following section on the CYPN). Neil, Shari and
Sarah were awarded the Tartan Award in 1994. Sarah, who was 15 at the time, is the youngest
person ever to be given this award.
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Shari has been a prime player in many Highland Dance activities, most principally running the
Highland Dance competition at the Elizabeth Celtic Festival, as well as several years when the
event was held at Kiowa. Prior to that, from 1981 to 1984, Shari was the first director of the
Highland dance competition at Estes Park. The Gillettes are founding members of the Rocky
Mountain Highland Dancers and Shari has served on the Board many times.
Sarah was the first Head Highland Dance Instructor for the Colorado Youth Pipe Band (CYPB),
from 1996 to 2002. Prior to that time, the band only had pipers and drummers. Hannah has
been the longest continuous member of the CYPB dancers, having started in 2000 at the age of
three and performed in Scotland that summer.
Sarah was a qualifier five times at the United States Inter Regional Championships, (the
national championships), representing the Southwest Region (Colorado, Kansas, Nebraska,
Missouri, Arkansas, Oklahoma, New Mexico and Texas).
Hannah has qualified seven times for the USIR, and intends to compete and qualify for as long
as she can. She has choreographed dances and competed with them nationally. In 2010, she
competed at the B.A.T.D. North American Conference (Anaheim) Choreography Competition
and placed 4th out of over 80 advanced dancers from the U.S. and Canada. Hannah was
awarded the SASC Youth Achievement Award as a 13-year-old, and was the current Chieftain’s
Dancer for 2013-2014. She recently passed the Highland Dance Associate Teacher’s exam to
become a certificated teacher.
The family says that it's been a privilege to be involved in so rewarding an avocation and a
community of mutual interest. They also will tell you that they have been blessed to know so
many fine people and to have had so many opportunities to learn, perform, compete and travel.
Neil is also responsible for starting the 79th Highlanders Pipe Band (see photograph below).
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The Colorado Youth Pipe Band
The Colorado Youth Pipe Band (www.cypb.net) was founded in 1989 by Neil Gillette and has
endured for over 25 years. The band also features Scottish Highland dancers. Children of
almost any age are trained in the art of Scottish bagpiping, drumming and Highland dance, and
mature into formidable performers. The band and dancers appear at public performances,
including parades and festivals.
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Danny and Marilyn Ramsey: Membership and The Spring Brunch
Danny and Marilyn joined the St. Andrew Society of Colorado in 1993. They are well known for
their positive attitude and keen sense of humor. They started the annual Spring Brunch at
Mount Vernon Country Club that same year. This fun and popular gathering continues to the
present.
Danny took on the Membership Secretary responsibility in 1998 and did a great job until 2011
when he retired. This position is a vital one and we all appreciate those who step forward.
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Cindy Stewart Murphy and Keith Schrum: Membership, Archives, Book
Club, Reading List and Literary Competition
The husband and wife team of Keith Schrum and Cindy Stewart Murphy joined SASC in 2009,
and Keith started pitching in almost immediately. As a professional archivist, Keith took on the
role of the Society’s Archivist and contributed many hours, as did Cindy, to the research of
content for this history update document. In January 2013, Cindy took over the Membership
Secretary position. Cindy continued this all-important membership function and has injected
some new ideas into the process.

After obtaining permission from the SASC Council, Cindy and Keith initiated the St. Andrew
Society of Colorado Scottish Book Club. The first meeting was held at their home in Highlands
Ranch on October 11, 2011. The Tuesday evening meetings, complete with door prizes and
refreshments of the sweet, savory and liquid varieties, are held approximately every two
months. They came up with this idea as a way for members to learn more about their Scottish
heritage and interact with other members without much expense. The books that are read and
discussed must be about Scottish topics or written by Scots authors. Membership is informal
and different approaches to discussing the mutually-agreed-upon books are employed. If a book
has also been made into a film, “movie night” is declared and the two media versions are
compared. This has been done at the home of Carlene and Sandy Campbell (see their section)
on Saturday nights and a potluck dinner as part of the affair.
Since the home-based concept is self-limiting in terms of the number of people that can be
accommodated, it is hoped that other potential hosts may start similar SASC Scottish Book
Clubs in other geographical areas of Colorado, whether it be in their home or at a public venue.
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Two local author presentations have also been organized by the SASC Scottish Book Club and
opened up to the general membership. The first was held on October 20, 2013, and featured
Corinne Joy Brown who authored MacGregor’s Lantern. This lecture and question-and-answer
session was held at the Highlands Ranch Library, with light refreshments served afterwards.
The second author presentation was on June 22, 2014, and featured Laurie Marr Wasmund
who authored My Heart Lies Here. This was held at Cindy and Keith’s home as a backyard
potluck SASC New Member Social.
Along the way, club members kept track of what they had been reading, regularly reported this
to the membership in the Highland Herald, and then created a reading list which includes a wide
range of suggested books for all ages. This list is updated every so often and is posted as a
PDF file on the SASC Web site for anyone to download.
In 2014, book club members initiated a literary competition for Colorado high school students.
The event features cash prizes to the winners. Participants submit reviews of and responses to
questions about Alexander McCall Smith’s 44 Scotland Street. Not only is this a great way of
promoting Scottish literature and rewarding interested students, but it is also a way to promote
the St. Andrew Society and its book club program.
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Stanzi and Robin Lucy: The Highland Herald, Golf Tournament and Curling
Team
Stanzi Lucy (shown below with husband Robin Lucy) served as the editor of The Highland
Herald from 2006 to 2013. She helped run the Colorado Scottish Festival for years, and also
started the St. Andrew Scholarship Golf Tournament, running it from 2008 to 2013. The
Tournament generated money for the scholarship fund. She also initiated the SASC Curling
Team effort and worked with Larry Hay from 2011 to 2012 to get our team, ‘Scots on the Rocks’
organized. She also organized other social events over the years.
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Larry Hay: Chieftain, The Heritage Society Endowment Fund and more…

Larry Hay has been a member of the SASC since 1998. He served as Treasurer in the years
2005-2007, and served as Vice Chieftain in the years 2007-2009. He was Chieftain in the years
2009-2011. His administration was notable. Along with help from the other Council members,
Larry’s major accomplishments during this time period included:


The establishment of the first Strategic Plan for the SASC



They also established the Mission Statement and Vision. Their intention was to make the
SASC the primary source for the advancement of Scottish and Celtic history, education and
culture in Colorado.

Some goals were:


To be more inclusive by changing the focus of the SASC to embrace the entire
Scottish/Celtic/Irish community



To embrace non-membership groups, organizations and events



To make all communications and information available to non-members at will

Other goals and accomplishments that characterized Larry’s administration include:


Improved visibility of the SASC to the general public



Emphasis on SASC sponsorship of its auxiliary and affiliated groups at events



Creation of the Society’s Welcome and Information Tent at the Colorado Scottish Festival
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Creation of the trade show style booth display which promotes the SASC and its events to
the general public. Larry and others have ensured that the display is at all events and
auxiliary group events (see photograph below)

Larry and the Council also:


Revamped the Society’s social media presence (Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn, etc.)



Reworked the SASC Web site improving average monthly hits of 50 to over 20,000 within a
four-month period



Linked other Celtic organizations and events to the SASC media sites



Improved SASC outreach and electronic communication



Established the first collection of emails for SASC members and clan leaders



Developed a monthly “eblast” and email outreach to members and non-members



Collected general public contact information at SASC events



Advertised and promoted SASC events to the general public



Improved membership outreach



Developed a “trial membership” whereby any interested general public was included for a
one-year free membership in hopes many would join permanently; 350 individuals took
advantage of the trial membership
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Developed “discounts” at events for members and offered discounted memberships at
events for on-site joining



Conducted membership drives at all SASC events



Improved integration of SASC with Auxiliary and Affiliated groups



Established a liaison person with each Auxiliary and Affiliated group



Required a Council member be present at every event



Promoted events to the general membership and the public



Promoted a closer affiliation with the regional Scottish Clan groups, regardless of
membership status

Along the way Larry and the Council contributed in numerous other ways. They


Set the Society on a sound financial footing by establishing a valid financial accounting
function with an outside accounting and financial reporting resource, relieving some of the
financial burden from the Treasurer



Established first Investment Committee to oversee the SASC financial reserves



Improved donations by creating a variety of donation opportunities and vehicles for
members



Established a variety of “perks” for early contributors, such as reserved parking at events;
reserved/preferred seating at events; special recognition and name tags; and discounted
and special pricing including free admissions, and



Established the Heritage Society Endowment Fund, designed to create a permanent
financial reserve for the SASC that one day could fund its various activities. The Fund was
established and created with seed money from a few individuals. A Charter Member
program was developed to kick-start the Fund (see below).
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The Heritage Society Endowment Fund was seeded with approximately $30,000 in
donations. The Charter Members of the Heritage Society, each of whom donated at least
$1,500.00 during the first year to seed the fund, are:
 Derek and Pam Allen
 Don and Arlene Burt
 Sandy and Carlene Campbell
 Isabelle Clark
 Ralph and Marilyn Clark
 Dave and Betty Cottrell
 Roger and Ann Garner
 Todd Guller
 Alex Gury
 Barb Hay
 Larry Hay
 Jim and Betty Johnston
 Bill and Sue Lowe
 Stanzi and Robin Lucy
 Gary and Jan Mitchell
 Danny and Marilyn Ramsey
 Rudy and Alice Ramsey
 Joe Stewart
 Michael Stewart
 Chuck and Sally Wilson
 Betty Winslow
 Don Winslow

Larry and the Council also


Endeavored to revamp and refresh SASC events, to make them more interesting, by
injecting more fun and variety into events



Revised the St. Andrew Ball and Burns Supper to make them feel different and more
interesting



Reworked the St. Andrew Ball into a true dancing event



Developed the Affiliated group status so related groups with their own governance and/or
tax establishment could operate under the umbrella of the SASC
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Oversaw the evolution of the Isle of Mull Pipe Band from a SASC Auxiliary group to an
Affiliated group under its own 501 (c) (3) as the Denver and District Pipe Band



Enhanced the Master at Arms position by reaffirming the protocol and traditions and
established the Master at Arms as the keeper of the SASC regalia



Organized the SASC regalia, records and keepsakes and established the Archivist position



Inventoried and collected the SASC regalia and records to a central location



Founded the SASC Curling Club



Established the Highland Happy Hour program (thank you Barb Hay)



Established and organized the Society’s participation in the Denver St. Patrick’s Day Parade



Improved the Clan participation and organization at the Colorado Scottish Festival



Established the Last Post thank you from the SASC to the Clans and



Developed the “Massed Clans” tradition at the Festival

Larry and his wife Barb also hosted the summer picnics at their home for several years, having
taken them over from Gary and Jan Mitchell.
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Don Winslow and the 50th Anniversary Commemorative Coins
In order to help celebrate the activities for the 50th Anniversary of the SASC, Don Winslow (no
photograph available) designed and donated three commemorative keepsake coins: one for the
St. Andrew Ball, one for the Burns Supper and one for the Colorado Scottish Festival.

Back of each of the commemorative coins (2012—2013)

Fronts of the 50th Annual St. Andrew’s Ball and Burns Supper coins (2013)

Front of the 50th Annual Colorado Scottish Festival
and Rocky Mountain Highland Games coin (2013)
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Frank and Sheryl Campbell and Their Thistle & Shamrock Shop

Frank Campbell served as Chieftain of the SASC in 1982-1983, and he and his wife, Sheryl,
have always been contributing members of SASC. But it is their Denver shop, The Thistle &
Shamrock, which has served the Scottish, Irish and Welsh communities so well for so long.
They have offered a great variety of goods representing all three cultures, as well as services
such as kilt rental and alteration. They also hosted small events at the store and bagpipe
lessons in the upper level.
The Campbells bought the store in 1993 from Jim and Sandy MacDonald, who are also longtime St. Andrew Society members. Jim and Sandy had opened the business in 1979 on Welton
Street, just a few blocks away from the Brown Palace Hotel. The Campbells ran the business in
the Tremont Street location, across from the Brown Palace Hotel, from 1993 until 2000, when
they decided to relocate to a 3,000 square foot unit in Marina Square in the Denver Tech
Center, on the corner of Belleview and Ulster.
In 2008, they decided to close the brick-and-mortar store and operate the business entirely
online (www.thistle-shamrock.com), as well as attending many local festivals. The business is
run out of their home in Buena Vista, Colorado. Sheryl has continued to offer her kilts and
alterations.
The latest development in the evolution of the business occurred in 2012 when they purchased
a store in Buena Vista called Serendipity Yarn and Gifts. While the primarily business of the new
venture is yarn, knitting, spinning and weaving, they have incorporated many of their popular
Celtic lines as gift items. At the grand opening, piper Colin MacFee played the pipes in front of
the shop.
Not having the brick and mortar store was indeed a loss to the Metro-Denver Celtic community,
but Frank and Sheryl still make contact with the public at festivals and service long-time
customers online. Contact them for your needs (thistleshamrockltd@gmail.com).
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Jim and Betty Johnston

Jim and Betty moved to Colorado from Redondo Beach, California, in 1985, compliments of
Martin Marietta Aerospace. Their Southern accents originated in their former home state of
Mississippi. Their interests in Scottish activities stem from their attendance at the Monterey,
California Highland Games in 1981, where they joined Clan Donald. After moving to the Los
Angeles area, they were active in Southern California Clan Donald activities. Subsequent to
attending the Rocky Mountain Highland Games in Golden, Colorado, in 1986, they joined the St.
Andrew Society of Colorado. They have been active members and leaders ever since.
Jim served on the SASC Council as Treasurer, Vice Chieftain, Chieftain, and Membership
Secretary. He and Betty have participated in and/or supported many SASC activities, including
the Burns Supper, the St. Andrew Ball, Annual General Meetings, Highland Happy Hours,
potluck dinners, golf outings, St. Patrick’s Day Parade, Tartan Day, Kirkin’ of the Tartan, and the
Spring Brunch.
During his many years as a member of the Colorado Scottish Festival Committee, Jim has been
involved in the following activities; Security/Safety, Logistics, Ticket Sales, Clans,
Announcements and Mid-day Ceremonies Coordinator. Betty has assisted at the SASC tent and
the Sponsor tent. They are charter members of the Heritage Society.
Jim and Betty are members of both Clan Donald and Clan Johnston. Jim has served as
Regional Commissioner for Clan Donald and continues to serve as Deputy Regional
Commissioner.
Their daughter, Janet Carroll, and their son-in-law, Mike Carroll, are also active members in the
SASC and participate in the Colorado Scottish Festival. Their oldest grand-daughter, Christina,
also participates in the Colorado Scottish Festival.
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Lynn and Steve McCulloch
Lynn and Steve McCulloch joined the SASC and the Rocky Mountain Highland Dancers in
1985. They have also been members of Clan Donald for more than 30 years.
Their daughter, Mandy, started dancing when she was 7, became a teacher at age 16, and a
judge of Highland Dancing at age 25. She is currently the president of RMHD. Mandy’s son,
Colin Bakulski, is Lynn and Steve’s first grandchild.
They served on the RMHD board over the years, particularly in fund raising capacities. They
traveled to Scotland with the dancers after helping raise the money to fund the trip.

Lynn chaired the food committee for RMHD annual tea for several years. She also chaired the
organizing committee for the USIR national competition in Highland dance twice.
Both Lynn and Steve served on the Colorado Scottish Festival Committee for many years,
retiring in 2013. Lynn was in charge of volunteers, while Steve served on the Marshals staff.
They also assisted Marilyn Meador with the Highland dancing at Estes Park for many years.
Lynn and Steve also have a son, Kevin, who is a piper.
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Judith and Doc Holiday
Special thanks go out to Judith and Doc Holiday (no photograph available) for all the hard work
and support they have provided over the years. They have been members since 1993. They
organized the volunteers for the Colorado Scottish Festival for many years, and then worked at
the SASC official merchandise tent at the Festival.

Bob and Noel Dickson
Bob and Noel Dickson (no photograph available) became members in 1992 and gave countless
hours volunteering at the merchandise tent at the Colorado Scottish Festival. Bob passed away
in 2014.

Jerry and Elaine Mahoney
Jerry and Elaine (no photograph available) have been members since 1996. Jerry has served
on the Colorado Scottish Festival Committee for many years and arranged for invaluable
advertising and whisky tasting sponsors. Elaine assists at the beer tent at the Festival and has
given her support to the SASC.

Manuel “Manny,” Paula and Jaclyn Martinez
The Martinez family – Manny, Paula and daughter Jaclyn – (no photograph available) have
been members since 1992. They have all volunteered at the Colorado Scottish Festival, Manny
supervising the accounting function, Paula assisting the Festival Controller and Jaclyn helping in
several capacities. It has always been a pleasure to celebrate with them at the various other
functions and kid them about being “Clan Martinez”. Manny was awarded the Tartan Award in
2011.

Bonnie Warner and Bill Llewellin
Bonnie Warner, daughter of Glasgow-born former Life Member, Ellen “Scotty" Warner, and her
husband, Bill Llewellin (no photograph available), joined SASC in 2011. Bonnie became a Life
Member in 2012. They have enjoyed the Highland Happy Hours and have been leaders in
attendance at these gatherings. Bonnie credits Barb Hay for making these so much fun. They
have also enjoyed attending the Colorado Scottish Festival.
After meeting Cindy Stewart Murphy at the Colorado Tartan Day Committee Tea in 2013,
Bonnie felt there was more she could do for the SASC. She joined the Scottish Book Club.
In 2014 Bonnie became Volunteer Coordinator for the Festival Committee. She gave the
'Address to a Haggis' at the Burns Supper, and was sworn in at the Annual General Meeting as
Member at Large #2 on the Council. She was later promoted to Secretary. She then ran the
Silent Auction for the 2014 St. Andrew Society Gala. Bonnie and Bill plan to continue
contributing in 2015.
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Isabelle and Kennith Clark
Isabelle and Kennith Clark became members of the St. Andrew Society of Colorado in 1994.
Kennith passed away in 2001. He received the Tartan Award posthumously in 2002. Isabelle
served in all of the Council positions from 1998 through 2005. She was Chieftain in the years
2003-2004, and 2004-2005. Kennith put a great deal of effort into making the Highland Herald
newsletter a superior offering. He and Isabelle served as the editors from January-February
1998 to May-June 2001.

The photograph above was taken during a Tartan Day celebration
at the war memorial in downtown Denver at Civic Center Park.
As Chieftain Isabelle originated the Chieftain's welcome at the Kirkin' of the Tartan service. She
also initiated the "Chieftain's Dram" at both the St. Andrew Ball and the Burns Supper. Both
Isabelle and Kennith delivered the "Address to the Haggis" at the Burns Supper, Isabelle
performing it more than once. Isabelle presented the “Immortal Memory” twice at the Burns
Suppers. Her mother also presented the “Immortal Memory” at one Burns Supper.
Kennith and Isabelle were the first hosts of the VIP tent at the Colorado Scottish Festival.
Isabelle sponsored The Sword of the Rockies Award in Kennith's name several times.
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Barb Hay and the Highland Happy Hours
Barbara Hay has been an active member since 1997 and was instrumental in organizing the
summer picnics for many years. At the Colorado Scottish Festival, she has volunteered as a
hostess in the VIP tent and more recently has been the organizer of the Highland Happy Hours
held on the last Friday of the summer months (May-September). This involves locating fun
places to gather with a Celtic theme, making necessary arrangements, notifying members and
keeping track of how many people have RSVP-ed. These smaller gatherings are very important
to the organization and offer a chance for members to talk and get to know one another. Thanks
Barb!

Following are just a few photographs from one of the Highland Happy Hours:
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Sanford “Sandy” and Carlene Campbell
Sanford (“Sandy”) and Carlene (neé Anderson) Campbell came to Colorado from California
because of a company job transfer. They were reticent about making the move because of
leaving family. One factor they considered was, “Is there a Scottish community and activities
there?” When they arrived, Sandy opened a copy of the Highlands Ranch Herald and the entire
front page covered the Colorado Scottish Festival, with a large photograph of the massed bands
on the top fold. He called the number for the St. Andrew Society of Colorado and was greeted
by Jean Casson, who provided a wealth of information. They say they have never regretted it.
They joined SASC in 1997 and have been very active.

Sandy served on the Council starting in 2005 and worked his way through the offices to be
Chieftain from 2011 to 2013. As Chieftain he led the Council wisely and fostered changes in the
basic events of the Society, as well as additions to the Society’s activities, such as the Curling
Team, Scottish Book Club, Scottish Fiddle Club, and participation in the Edgewater Celtic
Harvest Festival.
Carlene also contributed to all of the SASC events and promotional efforts with her knowledge
of Scottish history, interest in Scottish Country Dancing, keen business sense and sharp wit.
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Don and Arlene Burt
Don and Arlene Burt joined the SASC in 1990 and they are active members of Clan MacDuff. In
the early 1990s, they started working with Jean Casson at our Colorado Scottish Festival in the
St. Andrew welcome tent. From the mid-1990s they took over that important function. Don also
served as our archivist in the 1990s.

Don and Arlene supported the Society at most everything, including serving at the Kirkin’ of the
Tartan service, marching the 4th of July parade in Highlands Ranch, and attending all of the
social events. They were also involved with the Scottish Country Dancers and the Curling Team
and were Charter Members of the Heritage Society.
In 2013, they were honored with the Tartan Award for their work and dedication. Don passed
away in 2014.
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Lois Wilson: Her Journey in SASC

Lois Wilson became aware of the St. Andrew Society of Colorado in the 1970s because her
older sister was already a member. Lois attended her first Rocky Mountain Highland Games
when it was still held at the Colorado School of Mines. After some family obligations ended in
1993, she joined the Society. She first attended the St. Andrew Banquet and Ball, where she
met long-time member Jean Casson, but few other people. She remedied that by joining the
planning committee for the Colorado Scottish Festival. She still serves on the Committee and
counts many of the Committee members as very close friends.
In 1994, Lois joined the Society’s Council as Member-at-Large #2. Her first assignment was to
plan and emcee the Burns Supper…a daunting task by any measure! She credits past Chieftain
Dave Higgins with great advice on public speaking, which, despite some good-natured heckling,
enabled her to enjoy the experience. Lois says she is now quite at ease speaking in public and
is thankful to the Society for giving her the experience.
After 10 years on the Council, Lois became Chieftain in 2007 and served in that capacity for two
years. She says that those 12 years on the Council were a wonderful experience and she was
proud to have represented the Society during that time. Lois was the recipient of the Tartan
Award in 2008.
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Don McKee
Don McKee has been a member of SASC since 1981. He has contributed in numerous ways to
the Society, as well as the Colorado Scottish community in general through his many
accomplishments. His wife Barbara (see photograph below) has also been a staunch supporter.


Don served as drum major of the City of Denver Pipe Band for 20 years (1985-2009) and
the Fort Collins Pipe Band for 2 years (2009-2011), and has been the drum major for the
79th Highlanders Pipe Band since 2012.



He was selected as the Chieftain’s Dancer for 1995-1996.



In 1998, Don was commissioned to design and sculpt a Collar of State for the Lord Lyon,
King of Arms of Great Britain. The completed collar was 6 feet long, made of gold, weighed
2.5 pounds, wand was worth $40,000 to $80,000 (see photograph below). Don was later
invited to represent the United States at the 27th Annual Congress of Heraldry held at St.
Andrews, Scotland.

Bob Burnham recalled recently that, “I was the Master of Ceremonies at the St. Andrew Ball that
year and busy setting things up when the catering manager came running in asking about the
‘Crown Jewels.’ She had just received a call about them. Minutes later the head of hotel security
was asking the same question. I was at a total loss. A bit later Don showed up and started
setting up a display. It was the Lord Lyon’s collar, being displayed for the first time.”


Don received the Tartan Award in 2001.



In 2010, he was inducted into the Rocky Mountain Scottish Athletes Hall of Fame.
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Wayne Staggs and Highland Athletics
Wayne Staggs is an SASC member and Highland athlete who has served for many years
organizing the heavy athletics events at the Colorado Scottish Festival. He is on the board of
the Rocky Mountain Scottish Athletes (www.rmsa.org/).
Wayne is a champion Scottish athlete. In both 2009 and 2014, Wayne won first place in his age
bracket at the World Scottish Athletics Competition, which was held in Inverness, Scotland,
both years.
Wayne has also been supportive of all of the other SASC events.

Greg Bradshaw and Highland Athletics
Greg Bradshaw (no photograph available) is an SASC member and Highland athlete who has
served for many years organizing the heavy athletics events at the Colorado Scottish Festival
and previously at the Rocky Mountain Highland Games. He is on the board of the Rocky
Mountain Scottish Athletes (www.rmsa.org/) and is well known in the Scottish athletics
community. He has been a contributing member of SASC since 1978.

70
History of the St. Andrew Society of Colorado: 1989 to 2014

George Mackenzie Wallace, The Denver Technological Center (DTC) and
Centennial Airport

George MacKenzie Wallace (1918─1996) was an engineer and inventor in Denver and ran his
own engineering firm for many years. He was also the founder and developer of the Denver
Technological Center (DTC), with its distinctive marker (photograph below, left). He started his
idea in 1962 with 40 acres of land in southeast Denver along I-25. It has grown to a much larger
area today, of course. He did more to shape the Denver-Metro area's bustling southeast
corridor than any other person. The Center is now home to hundreds of businesses of all sizes.
He also built the nearby Arapahoe County Airport, aka Centennial Airport.
Wallace was outspoken about what he believed needed to be accomplished. He was a
visionary. He knew how to use land well and had a sense of beauty. What he accomplished at
the Tech Center is reflected in business parks across the country. He was a pioneer. It wouldn’t
be an overstatement to say that he was practically the father of the modern office park in the
United States. The George Mackenzie Wallace Park is located in the DTC and includes
monoliths containing text about his vision (photograph below, right).
In 1985, Bruce Cody painted Wallace’s portrait (above), which included pictorial references to
the DTC, Centennial Airport, and his Clan Wallace tartan and badge. The painting has been
displayed in the Vida Ellison Gallery on the 7th floor of the Denver Public Library. The library
also owns all of Wallace’s personal and professional papers including many photographs.
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Sue McIntosh and COSCA
Thanks go out to SASC member Sue McIntosh (shown below) who has served as President of
the Council of Scottish Clans and Associations (COSCA) and made an outstanding effort in
Colorado and Scotland to support the Freedom Referendum in 2014. She is also a co-convener
of Clan Mackintosh in Colorado, a division of Clan Mackintosh of North America.

Left to right: Rep. Mike McIntyre, D-NC; Ralph Wallace; First Minister of Scotland, Rt. Hon. Alex
Salmond; and Sue McIntosh, Esq., President of the Council of Scottish Clans and Associations
(COSCA).
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Salute to the Scottish Clans!
The Colorado Scottish clan organizations have been a mainstay at the Colorado Scottish
Festival. Many people attend the Festival in order to find out more about their clan associations,
which tartan to wear, and even pointers on their genealogy. Most of the Colorado clans are
associated with national or even international parent organizations. Many SASC members are
leaders and members of these clans. Our thanks go out to the members and leaders of these
organizations!
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The Tartan Award
The Tartan Award was created to recognize outstanding service to the St. Andrew Society of
Colorado and the Scottish profile in Colorado. It replaced the Chieftain’s Award for Citizen
Achievement. Recipients have to be nominated by other members and approved by the Council.
Following are the recipients from 1968 to the present:

1968

Commander Iain Murray and Joyce Veasey

1969

Andrew McKean and Olive Grey

1970

Alfred C. Naylor

1971

Mr. and Mrs. John Martin

1972

Doreen McKechnie

1973

Andrew McKean

1974

Mr & Mrs George Barnes

1975

Mr & Mrs Andrew Robertson

1976

Oliver Morris

1977

Mr & Mrs William Samson

1978

Mr & Mrs Scott McEachron

1979

Mr & Mrs Robert Casson

1980

Andrew Robertson

1981

Anthony Cuifo

1982

Mr & Mrs James MacDonald

1983

Mr & Mrs Jack Detmers

1984

Charles Todd

1985

Joseph Brown

1986

Mr & Mrs George Thomson

1987

Karyl Todd

1988

Timothy McLaren

1989

Mr & Mrs Donald Bryant

1990

John and Susan Thornton

1991

James McIntosh

1992

Johanna Strother

1993

Nita Windes, Sandy Gay, and Doug and Alice Nutter
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1994

Neil, Shari and Sarah Gillette

1995

declined

1996

Jean Casson

1997

Paul and Margaret Clark

1998

Jack and Peggy Zanin Ramsey

1999

Dale Baird

2000

David Higgins

2001

Don McKee

2002

Kennith Clark

2003

Lynn and Steve McCulloch

2004

C. Martin James

2005

Allen Mershon

2006

John Shields

2007

The Wisehart Family (Rex, Judy and Cristy)

2008

Lois Wilson

2009

Danny and Marilyn Ramsey

2010

Constance “Stanzi” Lucy

2011

Manuel Martinez

2012

Charles Wilson

2013

Don and Arlene Burt

2014

Ken McIntosh

2015

Bob and Kathy Burnham
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Other Awards
Following is a list of awards made to outstanding individuals. In some of the categories
recipients are listed who received the award prior to the date range indicated for this document.

Chieftain’s Award for Citizen Achievement
1966

William J. Barker, Robert S. Miller, and Councilman Kenneth MacIntosh

1967

Arthur Hiner

Chieftain’s Youth Achievement Award
1990

Angie Dicus

1991

not awarded

1992

not awarded

1993

Kristen Deason

1994

Jenny Gay

1995

not awarded

1996

not awarded

1997

not awarded

1998

not awarded

1999

Mandy McCulloch

2000

Thomas Gay

2001

not awarded

2002

Monica Butler

2003

Hannah Rutherford

2004

Madeline Rhiel

2005

Lys Runnerstrom

2006

Morgan Johnson

2007

Neal Titus

2008

Sarah Neff

2009

Haley Brogan and Serena Klein

2010

Rebekah Sabados
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2011

Hannah Gillette

2012

Mackenzie Brogan

2013

Stephanie Ward

2014

Kirsten Yinger
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Chieftain’s Dancer
1983-84

Kyla Todd

1984-85

Pam Patrick

1985-86

Kyla Todd

1986-87

Leslie Patrick

1987-88

Angie Dicus

1988-89

Cristina Wisehart

1989-90

Sara Dicus

1990-91

Mari Hobkirk

1991-92

Mandy McCulloch

1992-93

Jenny Gay

1993-94

Melissa Tappenbeck

1994-95

John Thornton

1995-96

Don McKee

1996-97

Celia Davis

1997-98

Jessica Bodie

1998-99

Lindsay Nutter

1999-00

Thomas Gay

2000-01

Mikala Barree

2001-02

Jamie Barnes

2002-03

E.J. Bennett

2003-04

Monica Butler

2004-05

Katherine Luntsford

2005-06

Cuyler Vesely

2006-07

Sally Winkel

2007-08

Heather Cronkhite

2008-09

Madeline Rhiel

2009-10

Lauren Slack

2010-11

McKenzie and Haley Brogan

2011-12

Sarah Neff

2012-13

Rebekah Sabados

2013-14

Hannah Gillette

2014-15

Stephanie Ward
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Chieftain’s Piper
1985-86

Sean Martin

1986-87

Susan Thornton

1987-88

Kelly Boeding

1988-89

Jim Randolph

1989-90

Sean Martin

1990-91

Sean Cameron

1991-92

Michael Beig

1992-93

Linda Jones

1993-94

Louie Peak

1994-95

Michael Grealey

1995-96

Molly McLean

1996-97

Lise Nelson

1997-98

Elaine Hoffman

1998-99

Elsa Robinson

1999-00

Tami Trudeau

2000-01

Jerry Jeffreys

2001-02

Marilyn von Fay

2002-03

Al Valletta

2003-04

Todd Stockford

2004-05

Terry Black

2005-06

Loren Cameron

2006-07

Neil Titus

2007-08

Larry Horyna

2008-09

Steve Hawthorne

2009-10

Scott Bryant

2010-11

Dave Wallace

2011-12

Tina Falconer

2012-13

David Stafford Johnson

2013-14

Ryan Lopez

2014-15

Jamie Cuthill
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Chieftain’s Drummer
1996-97

Mike Whal

1997-98

none

1998-99

Colin Hickman

1999-00

Tucker Hamilton

2000-01

Drew McPheeters

2001-02

not awarded

2002-03

Sean Lehocky

2003-04

Jon Dalesandry

2004-05

Rhea Shaw

2005-06

Brian “Beep” Jones

2006-07

Mike Parker

2007-08

Ian Powers

2008-09

Pam de Jong

2009-10

Deanna Shick

2010-11

Drew McPheeters

2011-12

Coral Bryant

2012-13

Dan McIntosh

2013-14

Greg Wohler

2014-15

Abby White
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The Chieftains During This Period

Since 1988 the Chieftains have been:


















Timothy McLaren (1988-1989, 1989-1990)
John Thornton (1990-1991, 1991-1992)
Charles Hanson (1992-1993)
James Johnston (1993-1994)
Wayne Deason (1994-1995)
Peggy Zanin (first female Chieftain, 1995)
David Higgins (1996-1997, 1997-1998)
Wayne Deason (1998-1999)
Sally Reed (1999-2000, 2000-2001)
Bob Burnham (2001-2002, 2002-2003)
Isabelle Clark (2003-2004, 2004-2005)
Lois Wilson (2005-2006, 2006-2007)
Gary Mitchell (2007-2008, 2008-2009)
Larry Hay (2009-2010, 2010-2011)
Sanford “Sandy” Campbell (2011-2012, 2012-2013)
Bill Lowe (2013-2014)
Don Lowe (2014- )

These people worked their way up through the other Council positions over a period of up to 14
years in order to become Chieftain. We appreciate their leadership and dedication.
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The Other Officers During This period

Vice Chieftains:



















John Thornton (1988-1989, 1989-1990)
Charles Hanson (1990-1991, 1991-1992)
James Johnston (1992-1993)
Wayne Deason (1993-1994)
Peggy Zanin (1994-1995)
David Higgins (1995-1996)
Chuck Thom (1996-1997, 1997-1998)
Sally Reed (1998-1999)
Bob Burnham (1999-2000, 2000-2001)
Isabelle Clark (2001-2002, 2002-2003)
Lois Wilson (2003-2004, 2004-2005)
Gary Mitchell (2005-2006, 2006-2007)
Larry Hay (2007-2008, 2008, 2009)
Sandy Campbell (2009-2010, 2010, 2011)
Todd Guller (2011-2012)
Derek Allan (2012-2013)
vacant (2013-2014)
Timm Herrod (2014- )
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Secretaries:


















Gayle Ray (1988-1989)
Louann Dicus (1989-1990, 1990-1991)
Mari Hobkirk (1991-1992; 1992-1993, 1993-1994)
Susan Benjamin (1994-1995)
Sally Reed (1995-1996)
Bob Burnham (1996-1997, 1997-1998)
Isabelle Clark (1998-1999)
Lois Wilson (1999-2000, 2000-2001)
Gary Mitchell (2001-2002, 2002-2003)
Edith McLaughlin (2003-2004, 2004-2005)
Sandy Campbell (2005-2006, 2006-2007)
Todd Guller (2007-2008, 2008-2009)
Lisa Maurer (2009-2010, 2010-2011)
Derek Allan (2011-2012)
Timm Herrod (2012-2013, 2013-2014)
Bonnie Warner (2014- )
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Treasurers:



















Charles Hanson (1988-1989, 1989-1990)
James Johnston (1990-1991, 1991-1992)
Wayne Deason (1992-1993)
Peggy Zanin (1993-1994)
David Higgins (1994-1995)
Chuck Thom (1995-1996)
Sally Reed (1996-1997; 1997-1998)
Bob Burnham (1998-1999)
Isabelle Clark (1999-2000, 2000-2001)
Lois Wilson (2001-2002; 2002-2003)
Gary Mitchell (2003-2004, 2004-2005)
Larry Hay (2005-2006, 2006-2007)
Sandy Campbell (2007-2008, 2008-2009)
Todd Guller (2009-2010, 2010-2011)
Bill Lowe (2011-2012, 2012-2013)
Don Lowe (2013-2014)
Heather Cronkhite (2014- )

Members-at-Large
Members-at-Large are not listed herein but most of the officers served in those positions initially.
Also see the information on Membership Secretary, another very important role, as well as
Newsletter Editor and Webmaster.
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The Web Site: www.coloradoscots.org
In this age of “just go to our Web site…,” an organization’s presence on the World Wide Web
(Internet) is essential to its success and survival. Several people, members and professionals,
have played a role in the development of the SASC Web site since its inception. We are grateful
to these people for providing this essential function. The current ‘Webmaster’ is Timm Herrod.

www.coloradoscots.org or www.coloradoscots.com
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The Auxiliary Groups
The Scottish Country Dancers
The Scottish Country Dancers perform at the St. Andrew Ball and the Burns Supper each year,
as well as at the annual festivals and special events. They carry on a long tradition. The Scottish
Country Dance groups in Colorado were performing before the St. Andrew Society was formed.
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The Rocky Mountain Highland Dancers
The Rocky Mountain Highland Dancers (RMHD) are a very important part of SASC and the
Scottish community in Colorado. Various dance teachers maintain studios and come together
for events. Audiences love these charming, colorful and skilled performers. They perform and
compete at local festivals, regional events and even in Scotland, winning many prizes as they
go. They host their own events such as Highland teas and their annual Highland Fling
Extravaganza. They also maintain their own Web site, www.rmhd.org. We have seen them
develop from children to adults, some of whom have become teachers themselves.

The photograph above was taken at one of the SASC dinners where the dancers were
performing with the Denver and District Pipe Band. Following are a few more photographs from
various settings:
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The Highland Dance Teachers
Without the dedicated Highland dance teachers in Colorado, there would be no Highland
dancers. Just like any discipline, this art form requires a lot of hard work from both the students
(and their parents) and their teachers. The standards for becoming a certified Highland dance
instructor are high and the standing takes years to achieve. Following is what we think is a
pretty complete list of our teachers, but we may have omitted some people and apologize in
advance for this. Our collective thanks go out to these people who are listed on the following
page:


























Elizabeth Barnes
Sara Bautista
E. J. Bennett
Ann Blessin
Donna Boblett
McKenzie Brogan
Haley Brogan
Megan Grant Burgess
Heather Cronkhite
Jackie Cuthill
Angie Dicus
Kathleen Drummond
Jenny Gay
Chelsea Gibson
Shari Gillette
Sarah Gillette
Hannah Gillette
Jennifer Hastings
Mary Hillyard
Mari Hobkirk
Jan Holland
Cristy Wisehart-Jones
Jamie Juliano
Kelly Kent
Melissa Leigh

























Mary Lillie
Maureen Mahoney
Emma McClure
Mandy McCulloch-Bakulski
Heather McDowell
Laura McIntosh
Reid McLain
Heidi Meador
Sheila Mittig
Sarah Neff
Pamela Patrick
Marion Reid
Maddie Rhiel
Lys Runnerstrom
Hannah Rutherford
Rebekah Sabados
Lauren Slack
Nancy Stevens
Jamie Barnes Thomas
Kyla Todd
Jan VanAsdale
Stephanie Ward
Sally Winkle
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The teachers sometimes bring their students together from their various studios to perform at
large events such as the Highland Fling Extravaganza. This can also include other musicians
such as pipe bands, fiddlers and other musical groups. It is always a very special treat!
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Colorado Tartan Day Council
The Colorado Tartan Day Council is now an Auxiliary group of the SASC. They have their own
Web site, (www.coloradotartanday.com) and host a small festival and evening dance around
April 6th. They also host various fundraising events such as a Highland Tea. Thanks to all of the
Colorado Tartan Day Council members!
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Our Own Loch Ness Monster: Nessie
In 2006, Jan Mitchell came up with the idea of creating a “Nessie” float to be used in parades
and at our Colorado Scottish Festival. The character and legend are known internationally. The
float is enjoyed by the public when on parade and helps to promote the Festival. It was first
used in the Highlands Ranch 4th of July Parade, and has subsequently been used in the Denver
St. Patrick’s Day Parade. Colorado’s Irish and Scottish communities work together to celebrate
our shared Celtic heritage.

Larry Hay is shown above standing by Nessie at the Colorado Scottish Festival.
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The Colorado Scottish-American License Plate Effort
SASC Council member Todd Guller initiated this idea and collected the necessary signatures
from members and visitors to the Colorado Scottish Festival, in order to submit the license plate
application on July 22, 2010, to the Legislature. The signatures were validated and the letter of
compliance from the Department of Revenue was issued on February 19, 2012. This was quite
a process.
Member Bill Maddick carried on the process and contacted Representative Ray Scott, who
agreed to sponsor the license plate bill, HB 14-1046, and present it in the House. Senators
Andy Kerr and Michael Johnston then carried on the effort in the Senate.
We are deeply grateful to these men for taking on this effort. Although they did a great job of
presenting the appeal to the various committees, with the help of SASC members in
attendance, the bill was not approved in the final round. Committee members vote the way they
do for various reasons. The effort will no doubt be made again in the near future!

Scott

Kerr

Johnston

Kerr, Maddick, Johnston
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The Kilt Makers
Coloradans have indeed been fortunate to have the talents of their own kilt and Highland dance
outfit makers over the years. Some of these people include Judy Wisehart (1943—2013),
Marilyn Meador, Heather Miller, Marci Ferguson (no photograph available), Pat Worley (no
photograph available) and Sheryl Campbell. When quality kilts, costumes and ties are needed
Judy, Marilyn, Heather, Sheryl, Marci and Pat have supported the Scottish community in
Colorado with their talent, skill, knowledge and hard work. Whereas these items can be
purchased elsewhere, it is always superior to have a custom-fit garment and the counseling that
comes with the service.
In addition, Sheryl and Frank Campbell (see separate section) have fulfilled the same type of
needs over the years as owners of the Thistle and Shamrock store since 1979. Renting out kilts
for weddings and making available for sale all sorts of Scottish, Irish and Welsh products at their
store, has been an invaluable service. Sheryl has also made kilts and done adjustments to
existing kilts.

Judy Wisehart

Marilyn Meador

Heather Miller
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Sheryl Campbell

The Silent Auction Fundraiser
In 2000, SASC members and the SASC Council initiated a silent auction fundraiser at both the
St. Andrew Ball in November and the Burns Supper in January, in order to raise much-needed
operating funds for the organization, and to make available to members and guests a great
variety of Scottish goods and therefore culture. The auctions have generated a few thousand
dollars each year and have served as an additional entertainment of sorts at the dinners.

95
History of the St. Andrew Society of Colorado: 1989 to 2014

About the Films Braveheart and Rob Roy…
The impact of the 1995 film Braveheart on modern day Scottish culture cannot be exaggerated.
The film starred and was produced by Scottish-American Mel Gibson and was based on the
book of the same title by Scottish-American Randall Wallace. It gave Scottish organizations all
over the world, such as the St. Andrew Society of Colorado, new fodder, inspiration and
exposure through its popularity. An immediate rise in attendance at Scottish festivals and
membership in Scottish organizations occurred. Its impact was also felt in Scotland.
The same things can be said of Rob Roy (1995) starring Liam Neeson, an Irishman whose
contribution is also deeply appreciated.

Don’t Forget the Brave Animated Film
And, although not as dramatic, the 2013 animated film Brave was also very successful and
entertaining for children and adults alike. The Disney-Pixar film featured the voice-overs of
famous Scots actors such as Kelly Macdonald, Billy Connolly, Kevin McKidd, Robbie Coltrane,
Craig Ferguson and Emma Thompson.
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The Scottish Fiddle Effort
In 2011, an effort was made to address the absence of a strong Scottish fiddling community in
Colorado. Because the bagpipes are so popular, it is not widely known here in the United States
that the fiddle is actually the national instrument of Scotland! Although not technically an SASC
initiative, member Ken McIntosh organized a series of workshops for violin students and
teachers at which the large repertoire of Scottish fiddle tunes, as well as the various forms and
styles, were examined. This led to the formation of the Scottish Fiddle Club of Colorado
(www.scotsfiddle.org), which has not as yet been made an Auxiliary group of SASC, but may be
at some point. To date, the Club has presented five concerts and further workshops. In October
2014, they also performed with the Rocky Mountain Highland Dancers for their annual Highland
Fling Extravaganza at the historic Scottish Rite Consistory at 14th and Grant in Denver.

From the beginning, other SASC members helped with startup financial support for the Club
(and later the Competition). These people included Larry Hay, Sandy and Carlene Campbell,
Bill and Theresa Elder, Sue McIntosh and Linda Fegley.
A second initiative was started in October 2013 by McIntosh to complement the club and
workshop approach by hosting a state-wide Scottish Fiddle Competition for students in
grades 3 through 12. The SASC assisted with this effort by handling any banking functions
needed. The Competition was co-sponsored by the Colorado Elks Association and was held at
the Kirk (Church) of Bonnie Brae in south Denver. Twenty-two students from a variety of grades
participated and twelve of them were awarded cash prizes. Everyone received certificates of
participation and everyone was entered into a door prize drawing for various related items. The
second competition was held in October 2014, and the 2015 installment is being planned.
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On April 4, 2014, members of the Scottish Fiddle Club performed on 9NEWS to promote Tartan
Day. They were interviewed by Kyle Dyer and the segment was posted on YouTube.

They appeared again on December 31st to play two Robert Burns tunes and explain the
meaning of the lyrics for Auld Lang Syne.
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A Scottish Choir?
As of the writing of this document, there is also a movement underway to establish a Scottish
Choir in order to learn and perform the many standard folk and popular Scottish songs. The
Scottish Fiddle Club usually features vocalists as part of their concerts, but more coverage is
needed.
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The Scottish-American Military Society (SAMS) and Color Guard

SASC members and guests have enjoyed the presentation of the flags by the SAMS
organization, specifically Post 100, at the St. Andrew Ball and the Burns Supper events, as well
as at the Colorado Scottish Festival, Tartan Day, and other events around the region for many
years. Thousands of children have enjoyed and benefited from the SAMS Passport to the Clans
booklets at all the festivals wherein the children take a blank booklet and go from clan booth to
booth to learn a little something about each clan and gather a stamp. They then turn in the
booklet at the SAMS tent for a prize drawing. What a great service!
The Scottish American Military Society (S.A.M.S) was founded as a national veterans’
organization on April 12, 1981, at Grandfather’s Mountain, North Carolina. Post 100 was formed
a decade later, on March 21, 1991. It is named in honor of Major General Keith L. Ware. Post
100 was chartered in Colorado Springs, Colorado. The Post now includes members from
Colorado, Wyoming, Nebraska and South Dakota. Post 100 is part of the Rocky Mountain
Region, which includes Colorado, Montana, New Mexico, and Wyoming. It also supports other
Western Regions. The membership of the St. Andrew Society of Colorado deeply appreciates
the efforts of this great organization.
Post #100 Commanders to date include
Biaggio (Mac) McPhee
Richard (Dick) Lowe
Paul Dunlap
Gary Gain
Margaret (Maggie) Rothermel
Harold Lif
Jeremy (Jerry) Paul
James (Jim) Rairdon

1991-1995
1996-1997
1998-1999
2000-2001
2002-2006
2007
2008-2010
2011-
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The Post is represented at most of the regional Scottish/Celtic Festivals, including Elizabeth
Celtic Festival and Games, Cheyenne Celtic Music Festival, Colorado Scottish Festival in
Highlands Ranch and the Long’s Peak Scottish/Irish Festival and Games in Estes Park. The
Post provides a hospitality booth and Color Guard for each of these events. Color Guard
support is provided for other activities and ceremonies such as Tartan Day, Veteran’s Day,
various Kirkin’ of the Tartan ceremonies, state and local parades, memorial services, awards
ceremonies, funerals or other patriotic events for Veterans and Active Duty Service Members as
deemed appropriate.
SAMS Post 100 Annual Memorial Award
Each year the Post acquires and presents, at the Colorado Scottish Festival held each August,
a basket-hilted sword or dirk, known as the SAMS Trophy, to a recipient deemed worthy by the
Post of special recognition. The Trophy is dedicated annually to an individual, either living or
deceased, who has served in the nations’ Armed Forces or Emergency Services, or who has
given of themselves to the Post, SAMS or the Scottish community, that individual again being
deemed deserving of the honor by the Post. Originally (2004-2006) a basket-hilted sword was
awarded specifically to the winner of the Drum Majors Competition at the Colorado Scottish
Festival.
The first award was given in memory of Richard ‘Dik’ Low, a long-time member of SAMS, a
Drum Major for many of the pipe and drum bands in the region, co-founder of Tartan Day in
Colorado, and staunch supporter of the Scottish community in the region. Funds are raised
among Post members for the purchase of the sword or dirk. Presentations to date are shown
below.
YEAR

PRESENTED TO

2004
2005
2006
2007
2008

Drum Major Donald McKee
Drum Major Neil Titus
Drum Major Neil Titus
Drum Major David Bonham
Drum Major John Thornton

2009

SAMS’ Gary Mitchell Sergeant

2010

SAMS’ Paul Dunlap

2010
2011
2012

SAMS’ RC Margaret “Maggie”
Rothermel
SAMS’ Gary Gain
SAMS’ NVC Jerry Paul

2013
2014

Pipe Major Neil Gillette
Pipe Major James Cuthill

DEDICATED TO
SAMS’ Richard “Dik” Low
SAMS’ Jerry Wiley
Navy Seabee and Denver Fireman Richard Montoya
US Navy SEAL Danny Dietz
Awarded in honor of and presented by Corporal Jason
Murray, United States Marines
Darrell “Shifty” Powers of the 1st Battalion 101st Airborne
Infantry, which took part in the WWII Normandy Invasion
Awarded in honor of and presented by SAMS’ Biaggio
McPhee, First Commander of Post 100
Additional special (surprise!) award for services to SAMS
and Post 100
Staff Sergeant Salvatore Giunta MOH, US Army
Maj. Gen. Sir Eric Bertram Rowcroft CB, KBE, M.I.Mech.E.,
M.I.E.E., the first Director of the Corps of Royal Electrical
and Mechanical Engineers
Piper William Millin, 1 Special Service Brigade, British Army
Corporal Joe R. Baldonado, MOH, U.S. Army
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Still Standing After All These Years: Robert Burns Statue in City Park
The Roberts Burns statue was erected by the Caledonian Club, Number 1, of Denver, on July 4,
1904, with hundreds of people in attendance. It is still standing, just like the St. Andrew Society
of Colorado.

Over the years many people have gathered at the statue to recite Burns material. In 2004, one
such ceremony was held at the statue and as a direct result of this occasion, another movement
was launched to replant the garden beds around the statue. Unplanted that year as a result of
financial constraints within the Parks Department, the gardens inspired a small group
spearheaded by Georgia Garnsey, Director of Community Outreach, to create a design for a
Scottish Garden for the three existing circular beds and the encircling beds to be planted in the
spring of 2005.
The study of Burns’ literature was required reading in the Denver Public Schools up until 1951.
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Grateful Thanks to SASC Friends
The following pages contain brief profiles of related organizations and companies which have
been friends to the St. Andrew Society of Colorado over the years, and are part of the greater
Celtic community in Colorado.

Thanks to Friends: W.I.S.E. (Wales, Ireland, Scotland, England) Family
History Society
Many thanks to this great organization for displaying at the Colorado Scottish Festival for many
years and helping people trace their roots. The group meets monthly at the Denver Public
Library and hosts informative sessions on genealogy study. Numerous members of SASC are
also W.I.S.E. members. Following is the W.I.S.E. Web site:

www.wise-fhs.org
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Thanks to Friends: Scott Diamond and Pints Pub
Scott Diamond, the owner of Pints Pub in Denver, has assembled the world’s largest single malt
collection in the world over his 22 years in business. Purveyors of the finest Scotch whisky
products come from all over to partake of over 260 single malts in the collection and locals
come frequently. This offering, in addition to expertise supplied by Scott and his barmen and
great pub food and ales/beers, have made Pints famous. Scott hosts numerous tastings
throughout the year which allow people to learn about Scotland’s famous export.
St. Andrew Society of Colorado also appreciates Scott and his business for supporting the
Tartan Day Dinner and Whisky Tasting which just completed its 12th year. The proceeds go to
support the Children’s Hospital Speech Therapy Program that is administered by the Scottish
Rite Foundation centered at the Scottish Rite Consistory in Denver. This is a great program and
we are proud to be a part of it.
Pints has also hosted SASC members many, many times to enjoy what he has created. While
there we have been able to partake of food such as crisps, Highlander Chicken, Ploughman’s
Platter, Brewer’s Bangers and Mash, and a variety of premium burgers and salads. Then there
are the eleven different beer styles including two cask conditioned ales, such as the Gael Force
Scottish Ale, and fine wines.

Thanks for everything Scott!

www.pintspub.com
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Thanks to Friends: Scottish Rite Masonic Center and All Lodge Members
On Saturday, October 18, 2014, the Rocky Mountain Highland Dancers held their annual
Highland Fling performance at the Scottish Rite Masonic Center in Denver. This historic and
beautiful building is just one of the Masonic buildings and lodges in Colorado, but it was a real
treat for the performers and audience alike to be able to be there. Scottish groups have also
held events at the Highlands Masonic Center in Denver. These buildings are great community
resources as well as being the seats of this great historic organization.

The Masons do so many ‘good works’ it would be impossible to describe them all herein. Their
Knights of St. Andrew division also hosts a Burns Night Supper each year. This demonstrates
the long-standing relationship between the Freemasons and Scottish history and culture.
The Highlands Masonic Center is the centerpiece of the Highlands neighborhood in Denver that
was established by Scots in the late 1800s. Other well-known Scottish Denver neighborhoods
include Bonnie Brae in Denver and The Glens in Lakewood.

The St. Andrew Society of Colorado thanks this organization for all the support it has provided
us and congratulates them on all of their sincere and hard work.
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Thanks to Friends: Noel and Wendy Hickey and The Celtic Tavern
The Celtic Tavern (www.theceltictavern.com) was opened in 2000 in Denver by 5 partners. It is
now solely owned by Noel and Wendy Hickey. The tavern celebrates its Irish, Scottish and
Welsh pride and has hosted several St. Andrew Society parties and hundreds of individual
members over the years. Of special interest to the Scottish is the Robert Burns Room! The
Celtic Tavern offers 50 beers and 100 Scotch whiskies, as well as great pub food and regular
entertainment.

Thank you Noel and Wendy!
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Thanks to Friends: Pat McCullough, Celtic Events & Entertainment, and
The Celtic Connection

Pat McCullough (pictured above with his son Jackson) started Celtic Events & Entertainment
(CE&E) in 1993 by what he called a “twist of fate” or that combined his love for live music with
his deep appreciation for his roots and the people that came before him. McCullough traces his
ancestry from Tyrone, Northern Ireland and County Mayo in the South. They meet in
Shieldsville, Minnesota, the first Irish colony in the State. He said that there are a lot of
McCullough’s in Scotland, so it might be possible that he has distant Scottish ancestry too.
At the same time he began to bring live musical acts from Ireland, Scotland and beyond to
Colorado, McCullough started the Celtic Connection (CC), a one page calendar of events that
eventually morphed into a newspaper. McCullough said that anything he has accomplished is
because he was “blessed with good people that were much smarter than me.” He added with a
laugh, “The fact that I’m still trying to make a living at this would make me the dumbest guy in
any room.”
One of the things McCullough has learned over the course of his big adventure with CE&E/CC
is all of the amazing “Celtic Connections” around the world. “It really attests to the commonality
that people share, even here in the Rocky Mountains we have so many people of all
backgrounds who embrace aspects of the Celtic cultures – maybe it’s music, dance, literature,
art, landscapes – but it’s something that people relate to and enjoy.”
Visit McCullough’s Web site at www.CelticEvents.com or www.CelticConnection.com or get
updates on Facebook at www.facebook.com/celtic.rockies.

Thank you Pat!
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Thanks to Friends: Rodger Hara

Rodger Hara is a second-generation Colorado native who has been actively involved in the
Celtic community since 2004 and a lover of Scottish and Irish music, literature and
whisky/whiskey the majority of his adult life. One of his earliest memories from childhood is
watching a pipe band march in a parade down 16th Street in Denver and getting goose-bumps
from the pipes and drums (it must have awakened a memory from a past life).
He sang with the choir at St. John’s Episcopal Cathedral for many years and participated in the
first Kirkin’ of the Tartan service conducted there under Dean Donald MacPhail in the early
1980s, and in many of the services since then.
Rodger’s interests in the Celtic community include his participation in helping organize and
operate Scottish and Irish festivals, serving as a steward for Western United States Pipe Band
Association (WUSPBA) piper and pipe band competitions at Highland Games around the state,
singing in a Celtic folk band, and writing about and promoting all things Colorado Celtic for The
Celtic Connection newspaper.
Rodger has helped the St. Andrew Society of Colorado over the years with his participation in
our events and writing about our activities in The Celtic Connection.

108
History of the St. Andrew Society of Colorado: 1989 to 2014

Thanks to Friends: Karen McGraner and The Marriott Hotels
Karen McGraner has been a member of SASC since 1999. She is a special member because
she has also worked as the Catering Manager at the Marriott Southeast Hotel (1994—2004)
and Marriott Tech Center since 2004 where we have held most of our two large dinners, the St.
Andrew Ball and the Burns Supper. We have been so fortunate to have had a person on the
“inside” to help us coordinate these events. She retired in 2013.

Thank you Karen!
The Marriott Hotel organization has also been a great friend to the Society. Accommodating a
special interest group such as ours must be a wee bit of a challenge. Their facilities, food and
service have always been superior and their efforts are greatly appreciated. They also have
always extended special room rates to us on the nights of our events. This is a real help for
folks who come from a ways away or when the weather is less than perfect.

Please also see many of the other sections of this document for internal photographs of the
Marriott facility with us using it. We recommend the Marriott to everyone. Here is their Web site
address www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/dentc-denver-marriott-tech-center/.

Thank you Marriott Hotels!
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Thanks to Friends: Baker Street Pub and Grill
Serving the community with three locations, SASC members have held their Highland Happy
Hours there for a long time. With a Sherlock Holmes theme in place (thank you Sir Arthur Conan
Doyle), these fun establishments have served us well. Many a good times were had at all three
places. Thank you Baker Street!

Thanks to Friends: The Burns Pub & Restaurant
Located in Broomfield, this intimate pub has also served for a warm gathering place for SASC
members. The theme is just right for us of course and we manage to provide the fellowship.
Thank you Burns Pub and Restaurant!
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Thanks to Friends: The Denver Curling Club

www.denvercurlingclub.com
The Denver Curling Club has a long history dating back to 1965, but their new building in
Golden, Colorado, was erected in 2014. The center and staff are the training facility for the St.
Andrew Society curling team, Scots on the Rock, and we all greatly appreciate the efforts of the
Center in keeping this ancient and very Scottish, and Olympic sport, alive.
Special thanks go out to Pam Finch, President, as well as the following people: Matt Culbertson,
Sean Stevinson, John Cherrey, Kirsten Berger, Cynthia Smith, Darin Romin, Becca Wood, Phil
Moir, Karen Bronson, Jen Nguyen, Alyssa Schear, and Drew Gibson, and the MANY committee
members who make the Club work! Following is a short history of the Denver Curling Club:
The Denver Curling Club was originally established in 1965. In 1987, the Club enjoyed the
benefits of dedicated ice near I-70 and Quebec, when it opened a four-sheet facility in a
renovated warehouse. When those doors closed because of a dwindling curling community and
resources, Denver lost a unique pastime.
In its recent past, the Denver Curling Club was home to three Women's U.S. National Champion
teams who went on to compete at the World Championships, and two Mixed U.S. national
champion teams. The DCC sent curlers to U.S. Junior Nationals, and were represented well in
many bonspiels throughout the country.
In 2007, as a result of the overwhelming interest in curling during the 2006 Turin, Italy, Winter
Olympics, the Denver Curling Club decided to resurrect itself. What started with 36 dedicated
curlers blossomed into a curling community with over 300 active curlers. From 2007 to 2013, the
Denver Curling Club curled on rented ice at the Ice Ranch in Highlands Ranch two nights a
week, but reached capacity due to the limited availability of ice rental. The new Denver Curling
Center ushers in a new era of increased interest and availability of curling in Denver.
The Denver Curling Club continues to develop programs and raise awareness by offering
opportunities for youth, the disabled, adult, senior, and local businesses to learn the game of
curling and refine their skills of leadership, teamwork, sportsmanship and communication. With
the evolved group of leadership the Denver Curling has developed a diverse membership
demographic.
The Club sits in the center of a large number of arena curling clubs and is the only dedicated
curling center between Bismarck, North Dakota, and Phoenix, Arizona.
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Thanks to Friends: Colorado Welsh Society
The Colorado Welsh are always in attendance at the Colorado Scottish Festival, sharing their
culture with us and the public. Their presence and traditional dancing demonstrations are
greatly appreciated by the SASC. Their event offerings support those who share a Welsh or
Celtic heritage. Be sure to visit their Web site www.coloradowelshsociety.org.

Thank you Colorado Welsh Society!
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Thanks to Friends: Glen Eyrie Castle
SASC members and Scottish clan groups have been enjoying this magnificent retreat in
Colorado Springs for many years. Built by William Jackson Palmer and designed and named by
the famous Scots landscape architect, John Blair, it affords people a chance to relax and
reconsider their lives. Glen Eyrie is Gaelic for Valley of the Eagle. For more information, please
visit the Web site:

www.gleneyrie.org

Thanks to Friends: Cherokee Castle and Ranch and Tweet Kimball
Many St. Andrew Society field trips have been made to this historic Scottish-style property in
Sedalia over the years. The story of its building and development is an impressive one and
features the owner and early SASC member, Tweet Kimball, at the center of it. For more
information, please visit the Web site:

www.cherokeeranch.org

Thanks to Friends: Castle Marne and The Peiker Family
The Scottish-American architect, William Lang, was responsible for designing this beautiful
home in historic East Denver, but the Peiker family is responsible for restoring it and keeping it
alive and well for the past twenty-five years. Many SASC members have taken tea at ‘The
Marne’ or have had an overnight stay there. As a bed and breakfast, it is well-known nationwide.
The Peiker family has been known to sport their kilts for special gatherings. For more
information about the history of the building and the Peiker family’s role, please visit their Web
site:

www.castlemarne.com

Thanks to Friends: Corinne Joy Brown and MacGregor’s Lantern
Local author, Corinne Joy Brown, is a Western culture enthusiast and wrote a novel in 2001
entitled MacGregor’s Lantern. This fine book told the story of Scots cattlemen and cattlewomen
in Colorado starting in the late 1800s. Her research included interviewing SASC members for
facts and perspective. Corinne came and spoke to the SASC Book Club in 2014. As of this
writing, the book has been optioned for a film and a television series. For more information
about the book and Corinne’s other work, please visit her Web site:

www.corinnebrown.com
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Thank You to All St. Andrew Society of Colorado Members!
To all of the members of SASC, thank you for your participation in this great organization! Just
because you may not have been listed or profiled in this history update document does not
mean that you are not valued and appreciated, YOU ARE! We wish we had a gigantic
photograph of all the members to include herein!

Respectfully submitted,

Jean Casson, Larry Hay, Ken McIntosh, Heather Miller, Cindy Murphy,
Keith Schrum, and Lois Wilson

114
History of the St. Andrew Society of Colorado: 1989 to 2014

