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Colorado Scottish Festival is Moving to a
New Location: Snowmass Village!
MARK YOUR CALENDARS: AUGUST 1 & 2, 2015
This dramatic change of venue was announced on January 21, 2015. After 25
years at Highland Heritage Park in Highlands Ranch the Colorado Scottish
Festival and Rocky Mountain Highland Games are moving!
Understandably, many members, clans, and affiliates were surprised by the
news. At the same time, anyone attending the games these past years has
felt the pangs of outgrowing the Douglas County venue, particular regarding
parking and shuttle bus logistics. Set up and tear down had become a greater
challenge, and so many of the costs such as site rental and event insurance
had increased significantly. Even though attendance was up 12+ percent in
2014, the many and numerous other major events in the Denver Metro area
were affecting attendance at the Festival.
John Thornton, long-time Games Marshal and Committee Chair, explains that
he was searching the Metro area for viable options when Snowmass invited
the Society to bring the Festival to the Roaring Forks Valley.
Snowmass had visited the 2014 Festival (unknown to us) and found it to be
well-organized and family friendly. They offered amazing support to bring the
Festival to the mountains, where Scottish games were traditionally held.
(Continued on page 7)

“Better to say here it is,
than here it was”
-Scottish Proverbs
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Kirkin o’ the Tartan
Sunday, May 3, 2015 - St John’s Cathedral
The St. Andrew Society of Colorado’s calendar of events continues this spring
with one of the most colorful and spectacular occasions of the year. The 38th
annual Kirkin' o' the Tartan will take place at Saint John's Episcopal Cathedral at 11:15 a.m. on Sunday, May 3rd, 2015.
The Denver and District Pipe Band will participate in the service. Saint John's
Cathedral is located at 1350 Washington Street, Denver. See more information for parking and other logistics on Page 5.
Plan to enjoy a performance by Highland dancers after the service. Wear
your tartan, and we'll see you there!
If you would like to donate or participate in this stirring ceremony,
please see Page 5 for details, criteria, and contact information.
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ANNUAL COLORADO
TARTAN DAY FESTIVAL
APRIL 11 & 12, 2015
Colorado’s Tartan Day celebration is expanding to TWO
DAYS this year making it more
festive than ever! Once again,
activities will be in Longmont at
Roosevelt Park.
See Inside...Page 5

The SASC Chieftain and Council (Ceannard agus Còmhairle)
Spring Brunch is also in the making and we all looking forward to
the good times … and food. Both
Failte!
events are a time shared with SoI am very excited about the poten- ciety members that is truly valued
tial for the Festival as we move
by all who attend.
forward with relocating to Snowmass. We have an opportunity to The Gala and Burns Dinner were
huge successes this year. Everyextend our efforts statewide with
having Snowmass host the festi- one seemed to have a wonderful
time … including the Chiefval this coming year. This is a
tain! Heather Cronkhite and her
wonderful chance for us to work
with people in the Western Slope staff need to be congratulated for
a job well done. Both events were
and neighboring states. We are
told that there is no event like the well organized and provided all of
festival for Snowmass and this will us another chance to cherish time
very well spent with friends and
be a welcome addition.
family.
The Festival is moving forward
I continue to marvel at the tremenwith the help and generosity of
SASC members. Please continue dous number of dedicated and
to help if you can. Everything you generous members we have in
the Society. We all value our heritcan do is appreciated.
age a great deal and the SASC
We have preparations for the
provides us the chance to celeKirkin’ of the Tartan again this
brate what our ancestors lived.
year and it looks to be the same
Thank you again for all you do.
impressive event it always is. The

Chieftain’s Corner

SASC 2014-2015 Council
Elected Members
Chieftain
Vice Chieftain
Treasurer
Secretary
Member-at-Large
Member-at-Large
Member-at-Large

Don Lowe
Timm Herrod
Heather Cronkhite
Bonnie Warner
Bill Remy
Jean Hess
Janet Carroll

970.330.9603
720.219.2689
303.948.8869
303.795.9677
303.450.3290
720.323.4674
303.204.2911

Bill Lowe

303.404.2793

Ex-Officio Member
Immediate Past Chieftain

Associate Members
Cory Waggoner
Rocky Mountain Highland
Dancers
Mandy McCulloch-Bakulski
Scottish Country Dancers
Bob Burnham
Membership Secretary
Meg Stern
Newsletter Editor
Heather Miller Nugent
Games Marshal
Carl Andrews/
John Thornton
Colorado Tartan Day Council

303.642.0259
303.907.7872
303.431.6870
720.454.4103
303.941.5081
303.740.5777
303.523.6469

Committee Members and Appointments
Newsletter Editor Emerita
Web Site Designer
Archivist
Heritage Fund Director

Stanzi Lucy
Timm Herrod
Vacant
Dave Cottrell

303.973.8169
720.219.2689
303.987.1649

For Council meeting times and locations, please call
The Highland Herald Editor at 303.941.5081
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Slainte!
Don Lowe
Chieftain

A Note to the SASC
Council, Friends
and Members
Bob and I were honored to receive the Tartan Award for services to the Society. We have
been members for 25 years and
have been involved in Scottish
Country Dancing for twenty plus
years. We have enjoyed every
moment of our association with
the St. Andrew Society and have
made some wonderful friends. To
be presented with this award is
the icing on the cake. We are
deeply honored and thankful to
those who nominated and voted
for us.

Our Heartfelt Thanks,
Kathy Burnham

What’s Happening With Members (Caraidean)

MEETINGS
What is the Council Doing?
SASC Council Meetings
Location rotates between
council member homes.
Meetings are held at
7:00pm monthly on the
second Tuesday. Prospective schedule for 2015 is
below. Some dates may
change.
 Mar 9, 2015
 Apr 13, 2015
 May 11, 2015
 Jun 8, 2015
 Jul 13, 2015
 Aug 10, 2015
 Sep 14, 2015
 Oct 12, 2015
 Nov 9, 2015
 Dec 14, 2015

COME AND JOIN US FOR THE
DENVER ST PATRICK’S DAY PARADE!!!
Saturday, March 14th, 2015
— EMERALD MILE —
The St Andrew Society will once again march in the St. Patrick’s Day Parade.
The Parade boasts an average of 250,000 attendees, so it is a great chance
to get in front of new audiences.
This year, the parade steps off at 9:30am (half hour
earlier than past years) meaning we should gather at
9:00am. The staging area will still be in the Coors
field parking lot. Nessie is a tad under the weather so
we are unsure if she will be joining us. We could use
a vehicle to decorate and/or tote a banner and music!
Pease contact Larry Hay, if you are interested.
We do not have our unit assignment yet, however we
will post it on our website as soon as it is available
(usually around March 1st).
Everyone is welcome to come and join us: Clans with banners and flags,
dancers, pipers, drummers, reenactors… Tartan or not. We always have a wonderful time and enjoy an afternoon of celebration right after the parade.
Contact me, Larry Hay, at LWHay@aol.com or 303-960-8305 for more info.
Watch our website as well at www.ColoradoScots.com and you can also
find more parade details at www.DenverStPatricksDayParade.com

THE HIGHLAND HERALD
St Andrew Society of Colorado

The Highland Herald is

published for members of the
St. Andrew Society of Colorado
six times per year in
January, March, May, July,
September and November.

(Deadline is on the 10th of
the month before the issue,
by Noon MST)
~ 12/10, 2/10, 4/10, 6/10,
8/10, 10/10 ~

JOIN OUR “SAVE NESSIE “ CAMPAIGN 2015
FOR THE ST ANDREW SOCIETY OF COLORADO

Thistle & Heather Ball
Dance the Night Away with the
Colorado Scottish Country Dancers!
Saturday, 7:00pm, March 14, 2015
Maple Grove Grange
3130 Youngfield St, Wheat Ridge, CO

Music by
Unstrung Heroes

For Advertising, Article
Submission or Information contact:
Heather Miller, Editor
1725 Hoyt St, Lakewood, CO
80215 303.941.5081
editor@coloradoscots.com

Cost in advance:
$20 per person/$40.00 per family
Cost at the door:
$25.00 per person/$50 per family
Formal or semi-formal attire
is requested.
Refreshments will be provided.
To get the advance price, make your reservations
with the teacher of your area class or contact
Darla Landfair at:
303.530..2782 or
spanielmom02@yahoo.com
It will help us to have your reservation
by March 12, 2015.
scdcolorado.org

For Membership information

(including address changes)
contact: Meg Stern,
Membership Secretary
832 Altair Dr
Littleton, CO 80124
720.454.4103 or
membership@coloradoscots.com
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Awards (Duaisean)

Bob and Kathy Burnham
Tartan Award 2015

The Society is happy to present this
year’s Tartan Award to Bob and
Kathy Burnham!
Bob and Kathy have been members
of SASC for 25 years since 1989. Bob
has served on the Council since 1996
and was Chieftain from 2001-2003.

Both Bob and Kathy have been longtime, active participants and supporters of the Colorado Scottish Festival.
Devoted partners in so many aspects
of their lives, Bob and Kathy are also
members of the Scottish Country
Dancers auxiliary group (since 1993)
for which they have served as leaders
and Council representatives for many
years. Their leadership in teaching,
and thereby preserving, the cultural
history of Scottish Country Dancing is
unsurpassed among SASC members.
In additional to being dedicated Society members who have brought a
positive and cheerful spirit to the
organization and all its functions, Bob
and Kathy are original members of
the Scottish Book Club, attending
regularly these past three years. Both

have demonstrated a great deal of
enthusiasm for learning more about
their Scottish-American heritage, culture and literature. Their experiences
and travels in Scotland have been
instructive to everyone with whom
they come in contact.
More welcoming leaders you will never find. Bob (also known as “The
Hugger”!) and Kathy have a knack for
making new members feel ‘at home.’
This couple has actively and enthusiastically embodied the stated mission
of the SASC for many years and is
very deserving of the Tartan Award.
Congratulations, Bob and Kathy, for
an award long overdue! And an extra
special congratulations to welcome
their newest Clan member and first
granddaughter!

Kirsten Yinger
Youth Achievement Award 2015
Kirsten Yinger, aged 14, is this
year’s recipient of the SASC Youth
Achievement Award for the many
contributions she has made to the
Colorado Scottish community.
As a Dancer-At-Large for the Rocky
Mountain Highland Dancers, her
volunteer work on Native American
Reservations in Colorado and New
Mexico, and her
performance as
a role model
and advocate
for Scottish
Dance in our
community.
Kirsten recently
completed two
years as a
Dancer-AtLarge with the
RMHD, where she did great work
planning events to help build memories for the dancers in our community. She began Scottish dancing at
age 6, performing with RMHD and
the 79th Highlanders Pipes and
Drums Dancers. Kirsten has con-

sistently placed at the Premier level
in championship competitions both
locally and nationally. She has
been selected to perform in the
Denver Brass: Brass and Bagpipes
Celtic show each year for 2013,
2014, and 2015.
In addition to Highland dancing,
Kirsten is also a champion swimmer, a talented soccer player, a
straight A student, and plays viola
in the Chaparral High
School orchestra. She
is active in the Youth
Group at Parker United
Methodist Church. This
past summer of 2014,
the group dedicated a
week of volunteering
to maintain homes,
build wheelchair
ramps, paint, and provide assistance to families on Reservations in Southern
Colorado and Northern New Mexico. Kirsten has cheerfully embraced
the opportunity to give back to the
community and make a lasting dif4

ference in people’s lives.
Kirsten is one of the loveliest dancers in our community. She is a hard worker,
showing grace and poise
as a competitor, performer,
and volunteer. Kirsten
continues to inspire those around
her, representing the spirit to keep
working hard and never give up –
because success is just around the
corner.

Tartan Day Council (Latha a’ Chreacain)

COLORADO
TARTAN DAY
http://www.asgf.org/
Tartan_Day.html
The Colorado General Assembly adopted House
Joint Resolution 97-1016
on 3 March 1997, designating an official Colorado
State Tartan. The tartan is
a pattern and colors that
symbolize Colorado's
splendor and history. The
pattern or sett consists of
primary blocks of forest
green and cerulean blue
separated by broad dividing bands of black, with the
forest green checks containing two pairs of tram
tracks consisting of lavender and white and with the
cerulean blue checks containing a gold stripe with
red guard lines. The official
state tartan is a Celtic district tartan that may be
worn by any resident or
friend of Colorado whether
or not of Celtic heritage.
Colorado State Tartan
thread count, which may
be verified on the website
of the Scottish Tartans
Authority:
[Y/8] R6 MB34 K40 G4 W6
Lv6 W6 [G/64]
Colorado House Joint Resolution 96-1014 designated
July 1 as Tartan Day in the
State of Colorado.
Although July 1 is the official state day, we celebrate
on the National Tartan Day
of April 6.

Cheerful Val Cunningham volunteering at the Colorado Tartan Day booth. Go, Val!!

Colorado Tartan Day
Saturday & Sunday, April 11 & 12, 2015
Roosevelt Park, 700 Longs Peak Ave, Longmont, CO
Celebrate Celtic heritage with us! Meet the Clans honoring our ancestors.
Performances by Colorado Youth Pipe Band, 79th Highlanders, Historical Reenactors. Dance to Highland Rock & Roll with Angus Mohr and Celtic Legacy!
www.coloradotartanday.com

Kirkin o’ the Tartan (continued from page 1)
If you would like to be involved
in the service by carrying tartans to the altar, please call
Basil Carpenter at
303.399.4189. Designated tartan
bearers must wear formal Highland
dress, and should meet on the
west side of the Cathedral
promptly at 10:30 a.m. for instructions. If you would like to
have a piece of tartan carried to
the altar, please make sure your
name and telephone number are
securely attached, and give it to a
tartan bearer outside the cathedral
before 11:00 am. The tartan should
be in the form of a sash, a scarf, or
a tie, so that it can be carried over
the arm.
Parking is available at the Morey
Middle School parking lot to the east
of the Cathedral (enter from 13th
Avenue), in the parking lot behind
Argonaut Liquor Store to the north
of the Cathedral, and on the streets
nearby. Very limited handicapped
5

parking is on the west side of the
Cathedral (enter from Washington
Street). Get there early!
After the Kirkin’ o’ the Tartan, it is
tradition that pipers, drummers and
Highland dancers perform outside
on the lawn of the Cathedral (or
indoors, if the weather doesn’t cooperate).
FRIENDS of the KIRKIN’
~ Please help with the expenses of
this special occasion. These expenses include payment to the pipe band
and heather floral arrangements. If
you would like to make a donation,
please make your check payable
to Saint John’s Cathedral and
put Friends of the Kirkin’ on the
memo line. Please ensure your donation is in an envelope designated
to the Kirkin’, else it will be assumed
as a donation to the Cathedral's
general fund. Remember, your donation is tax deductible. If you have
questions, please call Basil Carpenter at 303.399.4189.

Society Finances (Airgead)

What Kind of Fundraising Will We Do?
More Notes from the Committee
Fundraising Ideas Discussed
similar to the Irish and St Patrick, this
The Committee has been discussing a is the Patron Saint of Scotland.
variety of familiar and new events
Accountability and Feedback – Sponincluding:
sors want to be sure their contribuWhisky Tasting, Ad Calendar, Outtion will be well-managed, that they
lander Event (Yes, as in the book!
are participating in a good cause and
The HBO series begins the next sea- have a social impact.
son on April 4), Hosted/Partnered
Competition for Resources – People
Events, Colorado Gives Day, Benefit
everywhere have many options and
Concert, Save Nessie Campaign, Part- requests for supporting events and
ner With Worthy Cause, Use On-Line donating to a cause. We need to
Crowd-Funding, the SASC Shop and
stand out and reach those who are
Café Press on our website.
like-minded about Celtic culture.
There are many more ideas too numerous to list but, rest assured, we
are white-boarding and brainstorming, considering all options and
prioritizing! We are also taking action.
Look for a whisky tasting soon and
also more information about the new
“Save Nessie” Campaign.
Timing of Events: It is important to
keep the number of events to 2-3 per
year so we don’t alienate our friends
or burnout our volunteers and leaders. We need to be efficient and effective so we can get the biggest
bang for the buck. We must be able
to send a clear, compelling and positive message describing who we are
and the benefits we provide to the
greater community if we are to maintain and gain supporters.
Challenges/Issues:

Burn Out – It’s time to address how
to grow and engage our membership
and keep the Society from stagnating. We also must be sensitive to the
danger of tapping out members,
leadership, and volunteers so the
same people are not the only ones
giving of their money and time.
Please also note, we have some upcoming events in which the Society
can participate which will help us
spread the word about membership
and the Festival. The more the merrier! Don’t hesitate a moment to join
the St Andrew Society “Save Nessie”
team at the Denver St. Patrick’s Day
Parade in Downtown Denver on Saturday, March 14 and the Tartan Day
Festival at Roosevelt Park in Longmont on April 11 and 12.

Kind Regards
Heather Miller
Carl Andrews
Sabrina Hattar

Selling the SASC Image – Many people see an implied religious reference
to “St Andrew” and don’t realize that,

FUNDRAISING
COMMITTEE
REPORT
In December 2014, the
Fundraising Committee
began meeting and compiling information and
ideas on what types of
fundraisers the membership would be willing and
able to support going forward. Currently, top priorities and goals include:
 Pay balance due on
expenses for the Colorado Scottish Festival.
In December the balance stood at over
$12,000. THANKS TO
YOUR GENEROSITY...it has been reduced to $3,700 and
continues to be addressed.
 Track the results of the
Appeal Letter sent in
January 2015 to SASC
members, clans, and
affiliates to determine
the effectiveness of the
request.
 Compile Society (and
specifically, Festival)
financial information so
we can present detailed
goals and needs to prospective sponsors.
 Analyze costs to expand distribution of the
newsletter (The Highland Herald). Develop a
more comprehensive
marketing/advertising
plan that aligns with the
Society mission.
 Review past and current sponsors. Pursue,
rebuild, and develop
new constituents.
 Compile and prepare
recommendation for
new events.
HELP US — HELP YOU!
LET’S HAVE A
GREAT YEAR IN 2015
TOGETHER!
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Spring Brunch (àm a bhìdh )

VOLUNTEERS
Festival Organizing
Committee
Meetings are held February
through July at 6:30pm –
9:00pm on Tuesdays at the
Clubhouse where Betty
Thompson lives.
 Feb 10, 2015
 Mar 10, 2015
 Apr 7, 2015
 May 5, 2015
 Jun 9, 2015
 Jul 7, 2015
 Jul 21, 2015
 Aug: Festival

SASC Council
Council members generally
serve for two years and are
elected at the Annual General
Meeting held in October.

Past Chieftains

St Andrew Society Spring Brunch
SASC members,
family and friends:
We would love for you to
join us this Spring for
brunch at the beautiful
Mount Vernon Country
Club, nestled in the foothills of Golden, a world
away, yet only minutes
from the city.
You will enjoy the quiet
casual atmosphere and delicious buffet, Attire is business casual. We encourwhile admiring breathtaking views of the age kilts and tartan, too!!
mountains and the city of Denver below. Please make checks payable to ‘St
Make your reservations today! Andrew Society of Colorado’ and
send to:
We look forward to sharing a Sunday
Larry Hay
afternoon visiting with friends.
10601 Timberdash Ave.
Mount Vernon Country Club
Highlands Ranch, CO 80126
24933 Clubhouse Circle, Golden, CO
Question/More Info: Please call Val
Sunday, May 17, 2014 at 12 noon
Cunningham at 720.210.3619
$29.50 per person

Once a Chieftain—Always a
Chieftain so to speak. Many
of our past Chieftains continue to stay involved in Society
activities, providing continuity
and sharing their expertise
with all members.

Archivist
We have a need for someone
who enjoys history and organization.

Members-At-Large
Our three MAL’s coordinate
events such as the annual
Scottish Gala and the Burns
Supper. They also plan social
events for the membership.

ANYONE CAN HELP!

Many hands make the work
light! For more information,
please contact a Council
member, use the contact
form on our website at
http://
coloradoscots.com/
contact/
or call us at:
720-675-SCOT (7268)

Scenic view of Snowmass Village in the Summer. What a beautiful vista for this year’s Festival!
(Continued from page 1)

WHAT WILL BE HAPPENING AT SNOWMASS
This year, as always, we can expect a full festival with heavy athletics, pipe
bands, dancing, vendors, food, music, a major concert and more! We have
the opportunity to meet and welcome those on the Western Slope who have
not had the benefit of a local Celtic event for many years. We continue to update Festival details on the web site
The decision to move was not taken lightly, knowing the impact to all our
friends, family, Society, Clans, and Affiliate members. However, the offer of
incentives from Snowmass Village was exactly what was needed to ensure
the Festival and Games will continue on into the future.
Please feel free to voice your comments and feedback to the SASC Council
and Festival Organizing members. We also welcome your input on the Festival’s and Nessie’s Facebook pages. We hope you will see this as an amazing
opportunity and will join the SASC Council as we embrace the exciting year
ahead!
Get the BEST POSSIBLE RATES FOR LODGING! Go directly to the Festival
Lodging LINK on our website: http://www.scottishgames.org/lodging/
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Burns Supper 2015

BURNS SUPPER WAS THE BEST!
We had our biggest attendance in the
last few years…210 people! The Silent
auction was a great success! Thank
you to all who attended to make the
whole evening so much fun and thank
you to John Shields for his hard work
and wonderful haggis! Timm’s son,
Brandon, was taking pictures with a
nice camera. We enjoyed the Queen
City Pipe Band, Country Dancers and
RMHD performances. And there were
quite a few who stayed after dinner
for the more informal ceilidh. People
also took advantage of the overnight
rates at the Marriott. Good thing as
the snow came down like crazy!
Thankfully, those who headed home
made it safely.

Queen City Pipe Band, Isabelle Clark, Ulla & Bill Remy, Jean & Rick Hess, Helen Brown & Bob Kinney,
Heather Cronkhite, Brenda Shupp, Timm Herrod. And dancing begins! Sabrina Hattar & Carl-Inge Jackson
8

Burns Supper 2015

Wayne, Lois & John; Rabbie Burns (Gary Carne), Carl Andrews & daughter
Gwyneth Andrews-Holt, Roy Poole, Sandy Campbell, Kevin & Apryl Lowe;
Dancing, Dancing, Dancing! Bob Burnham, Tatiana & Alec Macduff!!
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Scots in History (Eachdraidh)

Famous Scots
Allan Pinkerton
(1819-1884)
left his native Glasgow for
the USA in 1842. He became Chicago’s first fulltime detective in 1849
and the next year founded the Pinkerton National
Detective Agency. The
term ‘private eye’ comes
from Pinkerton’s business
insignia, a wide open eye
with the caption “We never sleep”. In 1861, Pinkerton foiled a plot to assassinate president-elect
Abraham Lincoln on his
way to his inauguration.
Lincoln later hired Pinkerton agents tor his personal security during the Civil
War, as well as to gather
military information in the
Southern States. This
Intelligence Service was
the forerunner of the
modern US Secret Service.

Arthur Conan Doyle
(1859-1930)
was a medical doctor and
writer, author of the world
-famous detective, Sherlock Holmes. His other
works include science
fiction stories, plays, romances, poetry, nonfiction, historical novels
and humours.
Reference:
http://www.eupedia.com/
scotland/
famous_scottish_people.sh
tml

History of Kirkin o’ the Tartans
By Bill Petro
Bill Petro is a history buff with blogs on the internet on various topics. In real
life, Bill is a hi-tech marketing and sales enablement executive.
Many churches observe the Kirkin’ o’ th’
Tartans, a celebration of Scottish heritage and culture…Kirking derives from
the Scottish Gaelic word kirk which
means church, in this usage means
“blessing.” …The popular legend goes
as follows:
On July 25, 1745, the young Prince
Charles Edward Stewart, “Bonnie
Prince Charlie” returned from exile in
France and landed at Lochnanaugh in
Scotland where he began to enlist the
Highland Clans for an unsuccessful attempt to dethrone George II of England and to restore the Scottish throne
to the Royal House of Stewart.

book and film A Man Called Peter —
who was originally from southwest
Scotland and at one time pastor of the
New York Avenue Presbyterian Church
in Washington, D.C. In 1947 he served
as Chaplain of the U.S. Senate. In order
to encourage Scottish-Americans to sign
up to fight on behalf of Great Britain,
Peter Marshall recreated the Kirkin’ o’
the Tartans ceremony to try to instill
pride among Scottish-Americans in their
Scottish homeland. The ceremony was
at that time held in Presbyterian
churches of Scottish heritage across the
US. Today, the celebration is not limited
to Presbyterian churches, but is found
in Episcopalian, Methodist, Roman
Catholic, Orthodox, and other denominations across the world. Now, in present day celebration, the Highlander
patriotism, faithfulness, and strong independence are remembered by the
displaying of tartans and public parade
of the clans to the sound of the bagpipe.

Following this defeat, the Act of Proscription — to subdue the vanquished
Highlanders — banned the wearing of
any sign of the Tartan, forbad any
speaking in Gaelic, outlawed Scottish
music, dancing, or the playing of the
pipes. The Scottish Highlanders subsequently hid pieces of tartan under their
clothing and brought them to church for
a secret blessing or kirkin’ at a particu- While often celebrated on Reformation
lar point in the service by the minister. Sunday the last Sunday in October,
Kirkin’s are also celebrated at other
During the 36 years following the Dis- times of the year, as on St. Andrew’s
arming Act of 1746 when the HanoDay — the patron saint of Scotland —
varian English government strictly enon November 30, and Tartan Day on
forced this ban, during the Sunday ser- April 6. In 1954, the Kirkin‘ service was
vice Highlanders would touch the hidmoved to the National Cathedral
den cloth when the minister gave the
(Episcopal) in Washington — home of
benediction, thus rededicating themthe Episcopal diocese of Washington —
selves to God and their Scottish heritwhere it is still held to the present day.
age.
In churches, and even at Scottish HighA curious wrinkle in this legend is that
land Games, the Kirkin’ is celebrated by
many people in Scotland don’t know
Scots — and those who would be Scots
this so-called “history” about the Kirkin’. — accompanied by prayer, scripture,
It is difficult to find an unbroken line of preaching, blessing, bagpipe, and of
history tracing the practice back specifi- course, the singing of Amazing Grace.
cally to this origin in the mid-18th century.
Bill MacPetro, your friendly neighborhood historian
A more recent and better documented
www.billpetro.com
version of the story is that this began
as a Scottish-American custom:
The Kirkin’ o’ the Tartans service was
created or “revived” during World War
II by Reverend Peter Marshall, perhaps best known by the biographical
10

Highland Dancing (Dannsa)

Rocky Mountain Highland Dancers
RMHD is looking forward to more great activities in 2015
and we hope you can join us! If you haven’t yet, purchase
your tickets now for the Denver Brass show, "Celtic
Fantasy", coming up March 13-15. The dancers are all
working hard on their choreography numbers and are getting excited to perform! Tickets are available now at
www.denverbrass.org. Also, Colorado is host to the
Southwest Regional Championship on April 25, 2015. There
is no cost to attend so please feel free to stop by and cheer
on our Colorado dancers vying for a slot to compete at the
US Championships in July. Please see the schedule below
on competition times.
And the date for our Highland Tea has been set. It will
once again be the Saturday before Mother’s Day (May 9).
See our “Save the Date” on PAGE 12. Mark your calendars
now and watch our website (rmhd.org) for information on
purchasing tickets. And, follow us on Facebook on our new
public page (Rocky Mountain Highland Dancers – RMHD).
“Like” our page to stay up-to-date on all our upcoming
events!

~ Kind regards,
Mandy McCulloch-Bakulski
RMHD President

SASC History Documents Now
Available
If you haven’t already received your copy of the History of the St. Andrew Society of Colorado from 1989
to 2014 via email, it will also be available on the
SASC web site, www.coloradoscots.com for you to
download.
Also available on the Web site is Kilts in Colorado: A
History of the St. Andrew Society of Colorado from
1963 to 1988. These are wonderful documents for
new members to read, as well as long-time members. They tell the story of how our organization got
started and developed, discuss the Scottish organizations in Colorado that came before it, and offer
visions for the future. The SASC members who invested their time in these projects want to share their
findings with you. The documents are very readable
and the photographs also help to tell the story of the
people who made things happen. Aye!

Kirsten Yinger and Abby Cronkhite with the beginning bow for
the Highland Fling at the Burns Supper, January 31, 2015

HIGHLAND DANCE COMPETITION

Saturday, April 25, 2015
Broomfield United Methodist Church,
Fellowship Life Center
545 West 10th Ave, Broomfield, CO 80020

Kindly, Ken McIntosh

KILTS IN COLORADO History of the

A History of the St.
Andrew Society of
Colorado: 1963-1988

By Gayle Ray

St. Andrew Society
of Colorado: 1989 to
2014

By Ken McIntosh
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Southwest Regional Championship
10:15am to 12:30pm (Registration 9:45am)
Colorado Celtic Indoor Competition
1:30pm to 3:30pm (Registration 1:00pm)
More details to come or check the RMHD website at
www.rmhd.org
Intermediate/Premier Workshop
with judge Victoria Anderson
Sunday, April 26th from 8:30am – 12:30pm.
Location Bal Swan Children’s Center 1145 East
13th Ave Broomfield, CO 80020.

Member Spolight (Sinnsirean)

Sarah Neff

Sarah is currently in Africa on a semester abroad. She recently
participated in an excursion to climb Mount Kilimanjaro.
Here are her comments of the climb:
“We reached Uhuru peak at 7:30am
on January 8, 2015, accompanied
by our amazing guides. One of our
guides, Sam is the son of Toma
Mosha, one of the four porters who
assisted Hans Meyer (the first
climber to reach the summit in
1889). Seven out of nine members
of our group safely made it to Uhuru peak, and all of us safely made it
to Kibo Hut (with two being too affected by altitude to continue on). I
am so thankful for our incredible
and experienced guides who continually assessed our condition during
our ascent. Unfortunately, we received terrible news the following
day during our decent. On January
9th a Canadian climber in a different group died attempting to reach
the summit. A sad ending to our
incredible journey. My thoughts go
out to his family, friends, and fellow
climbers.”
~ Sarah Neff

SAVE THE DATE!
A Scottish
Highland Tea
Saturday, May 9, 2015
11:30am & 2:30pm
Shepherd of the Hills Presbyterian
Church

About Sarah and family:
The Neffs reside in Golden.
Sarah is an avid Highland
dancer. Her parents (Peter
Neff & EJ Bennett) are SASC
members. EJ teaches Highland
dance and volunteers for the
Colorado Scottish Festival
each year. Her brother, Patrick, plays the bagpipes, and
sister, Kiki, competes in Highland dance as well.

More details to come or check
the RMHD website at
www.rmhd.org

Colorado’s Premier Pipe Band
P/M Jamie Cuthill
D/S Darren Marshall
Parades, weddings, ALL types of events!
Highland Bagpipe, Snare Drum, and Tenor Drum Lessons
Competes locally and nationally
For Booking, Contact:
970-493-7848 or 303-941-5081
info@queencitypipeband.org
www.facebook.com/thequeencitypipeband
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Welcome New Members / More Events (Failte)

Ceud mile
failte
(Key-ut Meeluh Fawl-chuh)

“100,000 Welcomes”
A hearty welcome to our new
members, who have recently
been accepted into the St. Andrew Society of Colorado:

Kirsten Yinger, Parker, CO.
Interested in Highland Dancing.
Rob McIntosh (McIntosh),
Littleton. Possibly volunteer.
Blaine, Sunniva and Scott
Rodgers (Rodgers), Denver
Susan Worden (Kerr), Denver
Possible volunteer.
Ian Hughes (McPherson),
Littleton. Possible volunteer.
Interests: Ministry work
(weddings, youth pastor) Highland games competing, learning
guitar, enjoying my children.
Sara Roach & Charles Evan
Van Hall (Hay), Littleton
Andre and Nancy Van Hall
(Hay), Denver
Cathrine Millar, Littleton, CO
Susan McIntosh
(MacKintosh), Monte Vista, CO
Possible volunteer.
David & Fiona Glas
(McLaren), Frederick, CO
Steven Newell (Galloway/
Wallace), Lone Tree. Possible
volunteer.
Lynn Bahrych (Richardson),
Englewood. Possible volunteer.
Interests: Scottish history and
agriculture.
Amy Summerlin, Fort Lupton
Possible volunteer.
Richard & Carolyn Sutherland (Campbell/Sutherland),
Colorado Springs. Possibly volunteer. Hobbies: Travel, hiking,
gardening, genealogy.
David Dole (McAlester), Parker, CO Possible volunteer. Hobbie: Fly fishing, hunting, shooting

Outlander Events!!
Join the Rocky Mountain Sassenachs
Who doesn’t love Diana Gabaldon’s absorbing novels (8 and counting!) of
mystery, romance, time travel, and classic Scottish historical drama?
The Rocky Mountain Sassenachs group is for those with an interest in all
things Outlander. Encompassing fans from Colorado, New Mexico, Wyoming, Idaho, Utah, and Montana the group plans gatherings to chat up Outlander topics and just enjoy each other’s friendship!
The next season of the television adaptation on STARZ begins again on
April 4. The “Sassenachs” have several upcoming events in April which you
can find on Facebook after joining the group. Look for:

Fri, April 3, 2015 6:00pm - Dinner With Adhamh
The Cliff House at Pikes Peak, 306 Canon Ave, Manitou Springs, CO

Sat, April 4, 2015 9am-4pm - Lecture with Adhamh
International Dance Club, 2422 Busch Ave, Colorado Springs, CO

Sat, April 4, 2015 6:00pm - Outlander Premier Viewing
Dinner and Premier Viewing with Adhamh.
Jack Quinn’s Irish Pub & Restaurant, 21 S Tejon St, Colorado Springs, CO

Thu, April 16-19, 2015: Spring ‘Everything Outlander’ Retreat
Sunshine Mountain Lodge, 18078 State Highway 7, Lyons, CO

April 30, 2015: An Outlandish Event
Sponsored by Douglas County Library District
Hyatt Regency Tech Center, 7800 E Tufts Ave, Denver
For more information, see: http://www.rockymountainsassenachs.com

13th Annual Tartan Day Whisky Tasting
Pint’s Pub is proud to host this fundraiser as part of the Colorado Scottish
Tartan Day celebrations. This year’s proceeds benefit the Colorado Youth
Pipe Band.

Where: Pints Pub
221 W 13th Ave, Denver (between Bannock St & Cherokee St)

When: Sunday, April 5, 2015 4:00pm
Reservations are required and seating is limited. To sign up, please go to
www.pintspub.com and click on the Tasting Events tab. Include the number
of people in your party so we may try to seat you together.
Email to Ken McIntosh at kenmcintosh@idcomm.com or call him at
303.234.0469 for questions.

What: $55 per person: Several Door Prizes!!
Includes several great single malt Scotch whiskies,
a delicious light buffet, the BEST HAGGIS sampling
in town, and an authentic and outstanding bangers
and mash dinner!
Due to limited space, designated drivers and nonwhisky drinkers are welcome to participate in the
event, dinner, and door prize offering for the full $55
fee. Soft drinks and/or any other standard bar drinks
will be substituted.
Four GREAT SCOTCH WHISKIES will be presented by an expert!
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Language and Family History (Canan agus Teaghlach)

Scottish Gaelic
(Gàidhlig)
Study

sgrùd

BOULDER SCOTTISH
GAELIC STUDY GROUP

The Boulder Study Group has
been meets weekly on Monday
7:00pm -9:00pm, South Boulder.
If you wish to attend, contact Susan Hendrix for directions and to
let us know that you would like to
join us.
Email Susan Hendrix at
susan.hendrix@colorado.edu
http://moosenoodle.com/language/
boulder/
~~~~~~~~~~~~~ O ~~~~~~~~~~~~

English-Speaking Union

The Denver Branch of
The
English-Speaking
Union, a non-profit, nonpolitical
membership
organization whose mission is to
promote scholarship and the advancement of knowledge through
the effective use of English in an
expanding global community. We
sponsor and organize educational
and cultural programs for students
and teachers as well as provide

lectures, social events, and travel
opportunities for our members. The
Denver Branch is one of 68 located
throughout the United States and is
part of a global network of ESUs
promoting educational opportunities
in over 50 countries around the
world. We invite you to explore our
website to learn more about who
we are and what we do.

www.esuus.org/denver/
The English-Speaking Union
Denver Branch
Cami Van Anne
Branch Administrator
5930 South Cimarron Way
Littleton CO 80123
ESU EVENTS CALENDAR
Mon, Mar 16, 2015 7:00pm
Elizabeth I: The Changing Face
of Portraiture in Tudor England
Lecture presented by Kathleen
Stuart, Curator of the Berger Collection at the Denver Art Museum
Dagwell Hall, St John’s Cathedral
1350 Washington St, Denver
Cost: $10.00
For more information, contact the
ESU Denver Branch:
303.755.1752 or
email to denver@esuus.org

W.I.S.E.
Wales, Ireland, Scotland, England

Family History Society

The W.I.S.E. group meets at the
Central Denver Public Library,
10 W 14th Ave Parkway, Denver in the 7th floor Training
Room at 1:30pm—usually on
the 4th Saturday of the month.
Visitors are always welcome.
Programs are presented by a
variety of speakers from along
the Front Range of Colorado
and beyond. Subjects range
from tartans to medieval art with
a focus on taking us away to the
British Isles for a little culture
and history.
28 Mar p Barbara Price: Understanding the Anglican
Church
26 Apr 2015 To be announced
Further information and registration forms are on the W.I.S.E
website
http://www.wise-fhs.org

Immediate Past Chieftain, Bill Lowe,
with his lovely wife, Susan, enjoying the
evening at the Burns Supper.
David Nugent (Colorado Dress
Tartan) and Heather MillerNugent (Robertson)

Ceci Hunter, Basil Carpenter, Bonnie
Pritchett with the English-Speaking
Union table at the Burns Supper.
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Sports Page (Spòrs)

Curling News
Winter session league
play is under way at the
Denver Curling Center.
Check the club calendar
for the days/times of each
league.

Pacific Int’l Cup
Colorado has been invited to participate in the
Pacific International Cup
in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada April 15 –
19, 2015! One women’s
team and one men’s
team will be representing
Colorado. This will be a
great chance for Colorado to showcase the club
in a highly competitive
environment. Congrats
and good luck in April!

Membership
Most leagues are now
Full for the 2014-2015
Curling Season
 Limited space is available in the Tuesday
morning day league
 Social memberships
are also available
 Intro to Curling and
Learn to Curl courses
are currently sold out.
We appreciate your
patience.
Please contact: Phil Moir
or Matt Culbertson
Location: Denver Curling
Center, 14100 W 7th
Ave, Golden, CO 80401
Visit us online at
denvercurlingclub.com
For those curious about
curling or wishing to give
it a try, the new Denver
Curling Center is now
open and leagues have
begun. New members are
welcome, or just come
watch the action.

Curling in Colorado Gets a Boost from
Denver Curling Club in Golden
THE DENVER POST, John Meyer, 12/18/2014
When Kevin Cash landed a job at the Colorado School of Mines, he had more than one
reason to be excited about moving here from
Boston. Not only would he get to teach
chemical engineering at a really good
school, but a remarkable feat of engineering
was taking shape a few miles east of campus.
The Denver Curling Club was building a $3.6
million, state-of-the-art facility — the only
permanent, club-owned curling sheet between North Dakota and the West Coast.
And Cash loves curling.
He drove by the site when he was in town for
his job interview. Back in Boston, he followed construction through videos on the
club's Facebook page. He moved here in
August and has been a regular at the facility
since it opened in October.
"It is an absolutely amazing facility," said
Cash, 34.
Now Denver curlers don't have to fight for
time on hockey rink ice that is pitted and
carved by skates. They have their own facility on an ice sheet that is flat to within an
eighth of an inch. They have a home where
they can play a game they find endlessly
fascinating, then hang out for hours enjoying
the camaraderie that is another attraction of
the sport.
They might even send a team to the Olympics someday.
"With this facility, we will be able to produce
Olympic curlers and that caliber here in Colorado, because now we have a facility for
them to train and learn — a dedicated facility
for curling," said Jerry Vanbrunt, who has
played the game for 41 years and was a
member of the national team in 1983. "That's
the big key here, dedicated for curling only.
That way you can learn the precise shots
and fine-tune your game."
Lisa Collard drives down from Longmont
twice a week with her boyfriend.
"If you've ever played on hockey ice, that's
the pits — literally and figuratively," said
Collard, 42. "Getting to play on real curling
ice is just a dream."
Jennifer Nguyen, who was born without a
right hand, goes there four or five nights a
week. On Tuesday, she played wearing a
tutu and a string of blinking Christmas lights.

Jennifer Nguyen throws her
rock during league play Dec.
16, 2014 at the Denver Curling
Club. The facility has proved to
be much more popular than
expected
(John Leybe, The Denver Post)
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After her game, she lingered for more than
two hours, chatting with friends while four
other games unfolded nearby.
"It's not just about the game," said Nguyen,
27. "It starts to consume you, in a good way,
but it's the community that you get from curling as well. It's just so nice to come to a
place and have it be your home. It becomes
a family."
The impetus for the new home came when
the club experienced a membership spurt
after 2010 Olympic trials were held in
Broomfield. Suddenly the club had more
than 300 members and it became tough to
get playing time at the Ice Ranch, a hockey
facility the club was using in Littleton.
The new facility has been a huge success
without any marketing apart from a billboard
on Sixth Avenue and the visibility of the
building from the highway.
"Since we've opened, we thought we would
have leagues maybe three nights a week
(and) have some corporate events," said
club president Pam Finch. "We have leagues
Monday through Saturday. They're full. We
have learn-to-curl classes on Wednesday
nights, and they're full. We opened a fourweek learn-to-curl class at 10 o'clock, and by
4 o'clock it was filled (via) the website.
"It's really been a response that was more
than we could have projected."
Curling appeals to the engineer in Cash —
the strategy, the angles, the physics of the
granite rocks slowly spinning and curling on
ice.
"You're always trying to plan four moves
ahead," Cash said. "What are we going to
do, what are they going to do, then what are
we going to do? That's a lot of what drew me
to the sport in the first place. That strategy
makes it a very engaging thing. No two
games are ever the same."
Longmont is 40 miles from the facility, but
the commute is worth it to Collard, who
learned to curl in Montana.
"It's the greatest game on the planet," Collard said. "It looks ridiculous, but it's incredibly fun. I started playing on a whim, and I've
been completely obsessed ever since."
John Meyer: 303-954-1616
jmeyer@denverpost.com or
twitter.com/johnmeyer

Pipe Bands in Colorado (Pìobaireachd)

Busy Times for Denver & District Pipe Band
The early months of the year are
usually a little slower time for Denver & District Pipe Band.
But not this year!
As readers of the Highland Herald
may know, after the band was
named Rocky Mountain Champions
for four straight years, in 2014 the
Western U.S. Pipe Band elevated
Denver & District to a Grade III
competition band. So we are working hard and having extra practices
to bring along new music of the
highest possible quality. In addition,
we have a number of newer pipers
and drummers who are working to
compete as a Grade IV unit. So
things are hopping for us!
In addition, during January, Denver
& District did performances on two
days at the Denver Stock Show, and

a full performance before 300 enthusiastic audience members in
Highlands Ranch. Our drumline’s
drum salute, “Makin’ Bacon,”
brought down the house, as did the
talented members of our Highland
and Irish dance corps.
Some of our musicians will be performing at the March 1
“Smackdown,” which is a fun and
informal competition put on by the
Intermountain Branch of the WUSPBA. This casual event will be held
the afternoon of March 1 at the
Celtic Tavern, on Blake in Denver. Everyone is welcomed!
Sincerely Yours,
Susan Thornton
Secretary

JOIN OUR “SAVE NESSIE “ CAMPAIGN 2015
FOR ST ANDREW SOCIETY OF COLORADO

It’s Smackdown
Time!!
Sun, Mar 1, 2015 12:00pm
The Celtic Tavern
1801 Blake St, Denver
Sponsored by WUSPBA,
Intermountain Branch
www.wuspba.org
A relaxed and fun contest for piping and drumming featuring solo,
band, and quartets.
This yearly event has become a
favorite to gather the piping and
drumming community together
during the winter months.
Dancers are encouraged to attend
and the occasion traditionally
evolves into a super-fun Ceilidh!
And, of course, who doesn’t appreciate tons of members and
friends to cheer it all on?!

Come one, Come All!

Colorado Youth Pipe Band Accepting
New Students
The Colorado Youth Pipe Band, now in its 24th year, is accepting new pipe and drum students who are in 5th grade (10 to
11 years old; perhaps younger for drum students) through 12th
grade (17 to 18 years old).
For more information contact
Jamie Cuthill at
303.324.6366 or jrcuthill@yahoo.com,
and examine our web site at www.CYPB.org.

Exploring the traditions of the Great Highland Bagpipes,
Drums and Highland Dancing!
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Shopping (Ceannach)

Look For These
Topics Coming
Soon
Highland Cattle

Visit Our CafePress Online Shop!
Select from a variety of fun SASC logo gifts. Great for yourself or friends! All
profit goes toward supporting the St Andrew Society of Colorado mission to
help the Scottish community and heritage in Colorado.
http://www.cafepress.com/standrewsocietyofcolorado

There are at least 15 American
Highland Cattle Association
members in Colorado!

Clydesdales
The Clydesdale is a breed of
draught horse derived from the
farm horses of Clydesdale,
Scotland and named after that
region.

Sheep Dog Trials
World Trials are tri-ennial (every
3 years) with the last one in
September 2014 at Fearn Farm,
Tain, Scotland.

Coffee Mugs
$9.99
iPhone 6
Slim Case
$23.99

Flask
Shot Glass
$21.99 $9.99
iPhone 5/5s Samsung
Snap Case
Galaxy S4
$19.99
$23.99

OTHER TOPICS:
Knitting, Cooking, Travel, More!


Become a Corporate
Sponsor!
This could be your company! Help
the SASC keep Scottish traditions
alive in Colorado. Join Now!!

Please see our website for more
information on how to help.
ColoradoScots.com

Stainless Steel
Travel Mug
$21.99

Sports Bottle Sigg Water
$9.99
Bottle
$29.99

Women’s Tops:
T-Shirt
$26.99

Hooded Sweatshirt
$41.99

Ladies Plus T-Shirt Men’s Long$29.99
Sleeve T
$29.99
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iPad Sleeve
$39.59

V-Neck T-Shirt
$25.99

Men’s Hoodie
$41.99

Organic Men’s
T-Shirt $29.99

Member Remembrances (Cuimhne)

FLOWERS OF THE FOREST
It’s hard to lose our loved ones.
Sadly, the Society has learned of
the deaths of the following members:
Bonnie K MacDonald, Superior,
CO. Life member for 36 years
since 1979. Born in 1930, Bonnie
was 84 years old.
Doris and John MacGregor,
Husband and wife, life members
since 1991. Doris Oct 21, 2014.
John Oct 29, 2014. More about
the MacGregors below.
Leonard ‘Gene’ McAllister.
(Jan 18, 1927 – Dec 1, 2014, age
87) Life member since 1990.
Burial was in the family plot in

Doris and John
McGregor
Doris A. McGregor (84) of Aurora,
CO, died on October 21, 2014 from
complications following a stroke.
She was born May 12, 1929 in the
family home in Fort Collins, CO, to
Fred and Amalia Ruff, immigrants
from German settlements in Russia.
Doris attended schools in Fort Collins and graduated from Colorado
A&M College, where she was honored as a Pacemaker and was affiliated with Delta Delta Delta sorority.
She later received a M.A. from Colorado State College of Education.
Doris began her teaching career in
Torrington, WY, where she met and
married fellow teacher John G.
McGregor.
Together they moved to Cedar Rapids, IA, to continue their teaching
careers. Their son, Kirk J. McGregor, was born in Cedar Rapids in
1953. After several years the
McGregors returned to CO, where
Doris taught in Denver Public
Schools until her retirement and
John taught at Thomas Jefferson
High School in Denver until his retirement.
John G. McGregor (89) of Aurora,
CO, died on Wednesday, October

Pueblo where Gene was a sixth
generation Coloradoan, the first
being in 1849.

ter in Scotland. Gene was very
proud of his Scottish family heritage.

Gene served as a seaman and
ship fitter in the U.S. Navy Amphibian Forces during WWII. After
40 years in the pulumbing and
heating trades, he retired in 1986
and kept very busy pursuing his
many interests and hobbies.

Gene is survived by two daughters, seven grandchildren, and
several great-grandchildren. Two
sons preceded him in death.

In addition to being a life member
of the St Andrew Society of Colorado, Gene was a member of Clan
McAllister of America and for
many years represented his Clan
at Scottish games in Colorado. He
was a frequent visitor and supporter of the McAllister Clan Cen-

Samuel H Redshaw.
(Apr 02, 1955 - Jan 1, 2015, age
59) Life member since 1992.
Loving uncle, brother, cousin, and
friend. He will be missed by all.
He was an example of humanity
at it’s best.
Our sincere condolences to family
and friends. You are all missed
and will be remembered fondly.

an original inductee into the TJ
Spartan Hall of Fame and a member of the Colorado Music Educators
Hall of Fame.
In their personal lives both Doris
and John were remarkable for the
tireless energy they devoted on
behalf of those with intellectual and
developmental difficulties. The
29, 2014, from complications of
McGregor Activity Center, housing a
Parkinson's disease. Affectionately day program for people who live in
known as "Jack" or "Mac," he was
group and host homes, is named in
born February 8, 1924, in Brush,
honor of John and Doris.
CO, to Harold S. and Lucile Veach
Doris and John are survived by their
McGregor. Reared in Brush, John
later graduated from Colorado State son, Kirk; Doris’ brother, James F.
College of Education with B.A. and Ruff of Fort Collins; and numerous
M.A. degrees after serving with the extended family members and
89th Army Infantry Division in Eufriends.
rope during World War II. Following They were buried together at Fort
his education, while teaching music
in Torrington, WY, he met and mar- Logan National Cemetery. A memorial service and celebration of the
ried fellow teacher Doris Ruff.
lives of John and Doris was held on
Doris’ career in education was
marked by thoughtful consideration Tuesday, December 9, 2014 at
2:00pm at Central Christian Church,
for the feelings of others and by
3690 Cherry Creek S Dr., Denver.
skillful knowledge of how to make
learning accessible to all students. Memorials may be sent to John and
Doris McGregor Activity Fund,
At Thomas Jefferson High School,
Friends of Bethesda, 5630 S. CurJohn was beloved as the founder
tice Street, Littleton, CO, 80120.
and patriarch of McGregor's Beggars, a widely-acclaimed troupe of

singers, and was honored by being
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Calendar (Tarchatas)

Fiddle Club
 Do you know that there are

over 12,000 published Scottish
fiddle compositions? And that
doesn’t include all the creative
variations that fiddlers create
on these tunes.
 Do you know that many of
these tunes are the basis for
many of the other styles of
fiddling?
 Do you know that the national
instrument of Scotland is actually the fiddle, and not the
bagpipes?
 Can you name the various
forms of Scottish fiddle tunes?
They are the reel, jig, strathspey (containing the famous
“Scots snap” rhythm), air,
march, rant, polka, hornpipe
and waltz. There are also
many different styles of Scottish fiddling.
Would you like to learn more
about Scottish fiddle music? Yes?
Then visit the Scottish Fiddle
Club of Colorado website at
www.scotsfiddle.org and
download the paper entitled

Some Perspectives on Scottish
Fiddling. Then listen to as much

of the music as you can. And try
to attend a Scottish Fiddle Club
concert.
By the way, yes, a fiddle is the
same as a violin! As the old joke
goes, “What’s the difference
between a violin and a fiddle? A
fiddle is fun to listen to!”
~ Submitted by
SASC Member

Ken McIntosh

COLORADO SCOTTISH
COUNTRY DANCERS
Calendar of Regional Dances:
$5 SCD members / $6 non-members

March 14, 2015
Heather and Thistle Ball
7:00pm, Maple Grove Grange
3130 Youngfield St
Wheat Ridge, CO
April 18, 2015
1:30pm Monument
Tri-Lakes Family Center
17250 Jackson Creek Pkwy
May 16, 2015
7:00pm Maple Grove Grange

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
__________ MARCH ____________ Fri/Sat/Sun, Jul 10-12, 2015
Sat., Mar 14, 2015
SASC at the Annual
DENVER ST PATRICK’S DAY PARADE
2015 Emerald Mile is the Theme
Denver, CO

Colorado Irish Festival
Littleton, CO

Sat & Sun, Jul 18 & 19, 2015
Elizabeth Celtic Festival
Elizabeth, CO

Fri/Sat/Sun, Mar 13, 14, 15, 2015
Brass & Bagpipes: Celtic Fantasy
Newman Center for Performing Arts,
2344 E Iliff, Denver
Tickets: $22-$44 denverbrass.org

__________ AUGUST___________

March 14, 2015 7:00pm
THISTLE & HEATHER BALL
Colorado Scottish Country Dancers
Maple Grove Grange
3130 Youngfield St
Wheat Ridge, CO 80215

________ SEPTEMBER _________

___________ APRIL ____________
Sat/Sun, Apr 11 & 12, 2015
COLORADO TARTAN DAY FESTIVAL
Roosevelt Park, Longmont, CO
Sat., Apr 25, 2015
Southwest Regional Championship &
Colorado Celtic Indoor Highland
Dance Competition
Denver, CO

____________ MAY_____________
Sun., May 3, 2015 11:15am
KIRKIN O’ THE TARTAN
St John’s Cathedral, Denver
Sat., May 9, 2015 11:30am & 2:30pm
A SCOTTISH HIGHLAND TEA
Rocky Mountain Highland Dancers
Shepherd of the Hills Presbyterian Church

11500 W 20th Ave., Lakewood, CO
Sun, May 17, 2015 12:00pm
SASC SPRING BRUNCH
Mount Vernon Country Club, Golden, CO

Sat/Sun, Aug 1 & 2, 2015
COLORADO SCOTTISH FESTIVAL
New Location!!
Snowmass Village, CO
Thu-Sun, Sep 10-13, 2015
LONGS PEAK SCOTTISH-IRISH HIGHLAND FESTIVAL
Estes Park, CO
Sat/Sun, September… dates to come
CELTIC HARVEST FESTIVAL
Sloan’s Lake, Edgewater, CO
Thu-Sun, Sep 24-27, 2015(check date)
Spanish Peaks Celtic Festival & Retreat

Gardner/Walsenberg/La Vita, CO
celticmusicfest.com

_________ OCTOBER___________
Date To Be Determined
SASC ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
And Potluck!

________ NOVEMBER __________
Date To Be Determined
SASC SCOTTISH GALA
Englewood, CO
Fri/Sat/Sun, Nov 6-8, 2015 (maybe?)
SCOTS ON THE ROCKS
Old Spanish Trail Arena
Moab, UT
MoabCelticFestival.org

Sat/Sun, Nov 14 & 15, 2015
HERO SHOW:
____________ JUNE ____________ COLORADO INTERNATIONAL TATOO
Fri., Jun 12, 2015
Colorado Springs World Arena
Celtic Woman
Colorado Springs, CO
Red Rocks Amphitheater, Morrison, CO
Mon, Nov 30, 2015
Fri/Sat., Jun 12-13, 2015
ST ANDREW’S DAY
Cheyenne Celtic Music & Arts Festival Traditional
Cheyenne, WY
Fri/Sat/Sun, Jun 19-21, 2015
Pikes Peak Celtic Festival
Memorial Park, Colorado Springs, CO



___________ JULY _____________
Sat, Jul 4, 2015
SASC at 4TH OF JULY PARADE
Highlands Ranch, CO
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About Our Mascot, Nessie

WHAT’S THE “Save Nessie” CAMPAIGN?
Our beloved float, “Nessie” is not well
Since 2006, our now 9-year-old “Nessie” has been the Society mascot attending all our events and parades. Through thick and thin, she has been a
fun personality representing things Scottish for us Coloradoans. But after all
this time in the harsh climate, having endured various facelifts, Nessie is just
not what she once was and it’s time for some tough decisions.

Nessie’s Colorado History

Contact Us
Give us a call for more information about our organization, events, and membership.
The Highland Herald
St Andrew Society of Colorado

9 Rangeview Drive
Denver, CO 80215-6617

Built by several members of the Games Committee, Nessie’s creation was
an act of devotion. She’s currently stored outdoors on a 35-foot trailer and
desperately needs an indoor venue. Nessie also needs serious rebuilding/
maintenance before she can safely be moved or used again. It is a matter of
public safety. The poor weather of late has interfered with plans for upgrading her. She will not be in shape for this year’s St Patrick’s Day parade.

For general information
about the St Andrew Society of Colorado or the Colorado Scottish Festival,
please call us at:
(303) 238-6524

What Happens Next

editor@coloradoscots.com

Design for the “Save Nessie” logo is underway. This will be used on T-shirts
and other products. Sales will be slated for Nessie’s restoration or replacement. It is anticipated that repairs to the trailer alone will cost $2000-$3000.
Modeling a new float design is under consideration.
If you’ve enjoyed Nessie over the years, please follow and support the
Save Nessie Campaign!

Visit us on the web at
www.coloradoscots.org
Council meetings are
monthly on the second
Monday. All members are
welcome!

WHERE THE SCOTS ARE A MILE HIGH!
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